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LOOKING BACK 
“Therefore” (Romans 12:1,2) 
 

When I was in Bible College, many, many years ago, I was 

taught that whenever you see a “Therefore” in the Bible you 

should ask, “What is that there for?” 
 

In Romans 12:1, Paul starts a new section, and he starts it with 

the word, “Therefore.”  
 

He wrote,  
 

1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and 

pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. 2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 

God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will (Romans 12:1–2). 
 

 

Before 
 

 

Therefore (a linking word) 
 

After 

 

Romans 1 through 11 
 

Therefore, I urge you . . . 
 

 

Romans 12 ff. 

 

Paul wants us to look back. What is it that he wants us to see or view?  Paul says, “In view of God’s mercies . . 

.” Thus, Romans chapters 1–11 tell us about God’s mercies. What did we just cover in Romans 1–11? God’s 

mercies!  
 

Today we are going to look back. We are going to revisit the places that we have already preached through in 

the book of Romans and see if we can get our hand around them and ask ourselves, just what is it that Paul was 

seeking to get across to us in this letter?  Sometimes, it is good to do a fly-over and see the whole and to really 

get a feel for the book. We already know what to look for – the mercies of God. What are the mercies? I am 

going to spill the beans – the mercies are – the Gospel, the “good news” about Christ. 
 

Table 1. Overview of Romans 1–11 

Romans 1 What is the good news? 

Romans 1–3 Why do we need good news? 

Romans 4–5 How can the good news be ours? 

Romans 6–7 What will happen if we embrace the good news? 

Romans 8–11 The good news makes known God’s love for us. He chose to love us! 
 

What Is the Good News? (Romans 1:1–17) 
 

Romans 1:1-6 1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of 

God-- 2 the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 3 regarding his 

Son, who as to his human nature was a descendant of David, 4 and who through the Spirit of holiness 

was declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. 
5 Through him and for his name's sake, we received grace and apostleship to call people from among all 

the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith. 6 And you also are among those who are called to 

belong to Jesus Christ. 
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The Gospel (Good news) is about Christ! He is the Son of God. The Trinity is in view. It is the good news of God 

the Father and His Son He sent, that we might receive grace (undeserved mercy) through the Holy Spirit! 

 

Amazing! Amazing! The Christian is called to belong to Jesus! 
 

Romans 1:7–8 7 To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace and peace to you 

from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all 

of you, because your faith is being reported all over the world. 
 

Christians are loved by our Triune God. 
 

Romans 1:9–17 9 God, whom I serve with my whole heart in preaching the gospel of his Son, is 

my witness how constantly I remember you 10 in my prayers at all times; and I pray that now at last by 

God's will the way may be opened for me to come to you. 11 I long to see you so that I may impart to you 

some spiritual gift to make you strong-- 12 that is, that you and I may be mutually encouraged by each 

other's faith. 13 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I planned many times to come to you (but 

have been prevented from doing so until now) in order that I might have a harvest among you, just as I 

have had among the other Gentiles. 14 I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise 

and the foolish. 15 That is why I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are at Rome. 16 I 

am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who 

believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 17 For in the gospel a righteousness from God is 

revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by 

faith."  

 

Notice the focus on the Gospel. What is it?  
 

1) The power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes. 

2) In the Gospel a righteousness (a doing what is good) from God is revealed 
 

How good how righteous does one have to be to be right with God? We will see in Romans the righteousness 

we need is beyond us. We need God to help us. To be saved – God will give the needed righteousness. What 

are we to do? Believe in Jesus, trust Him for the needed righteousness. 
 

Why do we need good news? (Romans 1:18–3:20) 

Romans 3:10–20 10 As it is written: "There is no one righteous, not even one; 11 there is no one who 
understands, no one who seeks God. 12 All have turned away, they have together become worthless; 
there is no one who does good, not even one." 13 "Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice 
deceit." "The poison of vipers is on their lips." 14 "Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness." 15 "Their 
feet are swift to shed blood; 16 ruin and misery mark their ways, 17 and the way of peace they do not 
know." 18 "There is no fear of God before their eyes."  
 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth 
may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 20 Therefore no one will be declared 
righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin. 

 

Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God 

 

“As it is written” – here we find a collection of Bible verses from the Old Testament showing we are all sinners.  

 

Types of sinners 1) Irreligious, exceedingly wicked (Rom 1:18–32), 2) Irreligious, but moral (Rom 2:1–16), 3) 

Religious (Rom 2:17–3:8).  POINT – All are sinners in need of the “good news” of Christ (Rom 3) 
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How can the good news be ours? (Romans 3:21–5) 
 

Romans 3:21–25 21 But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to 

which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus 

Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
24 and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented 

him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice 
 

We need a God given righteousness. THIS IS THE HEART OF THE GOOD NEWS! 

• Good news – God has a plan 

• Adam sinned and brought death into the world. Justice demands sinners be judged. 

• God in love, sent His Son into the world. He took on flesh to be a second Adam, who would not sin. 

• The Son of God, Jesus, would die on the cross to satisfy God’s justice due us. 

• With the sin debt paid, God extends us forgiveness. We stand in the righteousness of another.  

• Adams sin was credited to us. That sin and our own sins are credited to Jesus on the cross. As a Second 

Adam dying in our place, Jesus’ righteousness is credited to us. 

• We must come to Jesus, confess our sinfulness, and look to Him as our Savior. We must trust in Him.  
 

THIS IS THE ESSENSE OF ROMANS 3:21 THROUGH ROIMANS 5! 
 

What will happen if we embrace the good news? (Romans 6–8) 
 

Our sins will be paid for. Our sins will be forgiven. But sin will still reside in us. But Christ died not only to pay for 

the penalty of our sin, but to deliver us from its power. 
 

Because Christians have a new heart toward God and still have sin, they can experience great inner turmoil. We 

do not have to be slaved to our former sinful habits. 
 

What should we do? 

• Confess our sins 

• Resolve to forsake them and walk in God’s ways 

• Realizing we do not have the power in ourselves to live the Christian life, so we look to God 

• We walk in obedience to God through our own resolve, determined obedience in the strength of God  
 

Christian – we have God the Holy Spirt indwelling us! We can do all things through Christ which strengthens us.  
 

The good news makes known God’s love for us. He chose to love us! 

(Romans 8–11) 

Romans 8:28-39 28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who 

have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be 

conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those 

he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.  

31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did 

not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all--how will he not also, along with him, graciously give 

us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 
34 Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died--more than that, who was raised to life--is at the 

right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 

trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written:  
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"For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered."  

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced 

that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 
39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Nothing can separate us from God’s love. What about Israel in Romans 9–11. They belonged to God, but like 

wandering sheep they went their own way. Nothing will separate them from the love of God, but sometimes God 

will allow His people to go their way to discover the power of remaining sin, and bring them to the place  like the 

prodigal (to their senses) and bring them home more appreciative of God than before. 

Conclusion 

The Gospel is GOOD NEWS from our TRIUNE GOD 

 God the Father planned our redemption (salvation) 

 God the Son procured our redemption 

 God the Holy Spirit applies our redemption 

To picture this redemption (our salvation) we are baptized in the NAME (singular) of the Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit (Matthew 28:19) 

A major problem is that people try to be good enough to go to heaven. We cannot keep the law of God given in 

the OT (the 10 Commandments) – we all sin. We are not to jettison the 10 Commandments (the law) as they 

show us how we should live. However, we need to see how we cannot keep them and therefore, how much we 

need a savior. The Son of God came to save us. We need to look to Him in faith! We need a God-given 

righteousness. 

Sin is a problem, before we are saved and afterwards (Rom 7), however Christ came not only to pay the penalty 

of out sin, but to deliver us from its power. One day when we are in heaven, we will be delivered from the 

presence of sin. Sin will be no more. 

 

Just what is the “Good news” of Christ? 

• Not able to save ourselves, overcome by our sins, we discover  

God is near. He loves us and is there to help us. 

• When make a mess of our life, we discover  

God is near. He loves us and is there to help us. 

• We become Christians and lo and behold, we still have sin. Then we discover  

God is near. He loves us and is there to help us, 

• Perhaps we wander from God. He lets us go to experience the vicissitudes of life. Then we discover  

God is near. He did not move. We are the ones that moved.  

                      He loves us and is there to help us. 

• When we move from the teaching portion and start the application section it is good to remember what 

we learned in the first eleven chapters. Remember  

God is near. He loves us and is there to help us. 

 


