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All Israel Will Be Saved, 

Praise the Lord! 
(Romans 11:25–36) 
 

We have finally come to that controversial verse in Romans 

11. It is verse 26, where it is written “And so shall all Israel 

be saved.” What does it mean? Does it mean, all (the whole 

nation of) Israel will be saved? Or does it mean, all (the 

elect of) Israel will be saved? Or does it mean, all (the 

church, composed of both Jews and Gentiles, the NT Israel of God) Israel will be saved?  
 

Let me run that by you again. Is Israel 1) the nation Israel 2) a remnant of Israel, or 3) the church? As with most 

passages that people struggle with, what was said before will prove helpful.  
 

In the larger context we see that 1) not all Israel is Israel (Rom 9:6), 2) Paul is concerned about his JEWISH 

kinsmen 3) The Jewish people as a nation, though they are God’s chosen people, have strayed away from God. 

They do not want to hear about Jesus, who is the fulfillment of OT prophecies – yet, all Israel will be saved! 

Putting all this together, what is the most reasonable way to interpret the phrase “all Israel will be saved/”  
 

When you understand what Paul is getting at, it will lift your heart up in praise to God. Praise is exactly where 

Paul takes us at the end of Romans chapter 11 after “all Israel will be saved.”  
 

I was memorizing a paragraph in the 1689 London Baptist Confession (LBC) of Faith and realized how well it fit 

what I will be preaching on in this sermon. Think about what is says and see if you know where I will be going in 

this message. Here is the paragraph (hint: the prodigal is coming home): 
 

The most wise, righteous, and gracious God doth oftentimes leave for a season His own children to 

manifold temptations and the corruptions of their own hearts, to chastise them for their former sins, or to 

discover unto them the hidden strength of corruption and deceitfulness of their hearts, that they may be 

humbled; and to raise them to a more close and constant dependence for their support upon Himself; 

and to make them more watchful against all future occasions of sin, and for other just and holy ends. So 

that whatsoever befalls any of His elect is by His appointment, for His glory, and their good.  

                                                                                    (1689 LBC of Faith, Chapter 5, Paragraph 5) 
 

Well, I have given you some strands of the sermon. Let us see how they all weave together. 
 

Table 1. Romans 11:25–36 
 
25 I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, 
so that you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced 
a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has 
come in. 26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written:  
 

        "The deliverer will come from Zion;  
                  he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. 
27         And this is my covenant with them  
                  when I take away their sins."  
 

 

Israel has experienced a temporary hardening 
until the full number of Gentiles come in, 
 

So, all Israel will be saved! 
 
 

Source: Isaiah 59:20,21; 27:9 
             Jeremiah 31:33,34 
 

Deliverer to take away sins 
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Table 1. Romans 11:25–36, Continued 
 

28 As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies on 
your account; but as far as election is concerned, they are 
loved on account of the patriarchs, 29 for God's gifts and 
his call are irrevocable. 30 Just as you who were at one time 
disobedient to God have now received mercy as a result 
of their disobedience, 31 so they too have now become 
disobedient in order that they too may now receive mercy 
as a result of God's mercy to you. 32 For God has bound all 
men over to disobedience so that he may have mercy on 
them all.  
 

33 Oh, the depth of the riches  
           of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  
    How unsearchable his judgments,  
           and his paths beyond tracing out!  
34 "Who has known the mind of the Lord?  
           Or who has been his counselor?"  
35 "Who has ever given to God,  
           that God should repay him?"  
36 For from him and through him and to him are all things.  
          To him be the glory forever! Amen. 
 

 

As far as the gospel – they are enemies 
 

As far as election – they are loved 
 
No different than you 

• You were disobedient / received mercy 

• They were disobedient / received mercy 
 
 
 

Wow! What grace & mercy to sinners! 
 

God’s wisdom, knowledge, and judgments are 
beyond us! 
 

His thoughts are beyond us 
His giving (generosity, grace) is beyond us! 
 

From Him, through Him, and to Him are all things 
 

God is over all! 
 

To God be glory – forever – Amen! 
 

 

Who Is Israel in “all Israel will be saved?” 
 

 The Nation? 

 

 The Elect of Israel? 

 

 The Church? 

 

Consider the “you” (Gentiles, who received mercy), and “they” (Israel, who received mercy) 

Not all Gentiles, nor all Israel have and will receive mercy. 

 

Election plays a prominent theme in Romans 9–11. What characterizes the elect? The faith of Abraham. 

 

Though Jews and Gentiles compose the church and Gentiles are grafted into the root of Israel, the people of 

God, and the ingathering of the Gentiles is a fulfillment of the promise to Abraham (Gen 12:3), Paul is speaking 

about His fellow Jewish kinsmen who he longs to be saved. “All Israel” here is “the elect of Israel.” 

 

The Israel that is saved receives mercy 
 

What happened to the “one time disobedient?’” They believe and become obedient. The prodigal has returned 

home. They came to their senses. They saw their sinfulness. They repented. 

 

Romans 9–11, Did God’s plan fail? No, the wayward come home. The last chapter had not been written. 
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Table 2. The Old Testament witness to Israel being saved. 

Romans 11:26–27 Old Testament passages 
 

26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written:  
 

        "The deliverer will come from Zion;  
                  he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. 
27         And this is my covenant with them  
                  when I take away their sins."  
 

 

 Isaiah 59:20–21 20 "The Redeemer will come to Zion, 
to those in Jacob who repent of their sins," declares 
the LORD. 21 "As for me, this is my covenant with 
them," says the LORD. "My Spirit, who is on you, and 
my words that I have put in your mouth will not depart 
from your mouth, or from the mouths of your children, 
or from the mouths of their descendants from this time 
on and forever," says the LORD.  
 

Isaiah 27:9 By this, then, will Jacob's guilt be atoned 
for, and this will be the full fruitage of the removal of 
his sin: When he makes all the altar stones to be like 
chalk stones crushed to pieces, no Asherah poles or 
incense altars will be left standing. 
 

Jeremiah 31:33–34 33 "This is the covenant I will 
make with the house of Israel after that time," declares 
the LORD. "I will put my law in their minds and write it 
on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my 
people. 34 No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or 
a man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' because 
they will all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest," declares the LORD. "For I will forgive their 
wickedness and will remember their sins no more."  
 

 

How God Works – His Providence 
 

God’s Plan for His Children 
 

The most wise, righteous, and gracious God doth oftentimes leave for a season His own children to 

manifold temptations and the corruptions of their own hearts, to chastise them for their former sins, or to 

discover unto them the hidden strength of corruption and deceitfulness of their hearts, that they may be 

humbled; and to raise them to a more close and constant dependence for their support upon Himself; 

and to make them more watchful against all future occasions of sin, and for other just and holy ends. So 

that whatsoever befalls any of His elect is by His appointment, for His glory, and their good. 

                                                                                    (1689 LBC of Faith, Chapter 5, Paragraph 5) 
 

He oftentimes leaves His own children to manifold temptations and the corruptions of their own heart 
 

Why? 
 

1. to chastise them for their former sins 
 

2. to discover unto them the hidden strength of corruption and deceitfulness of their hearts 
 

For what reasons? 
 

1. that they may be humbled 
 

2. to raise them to a more close and constant dependence for their support upon Himself 
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3. to make them more watchful against all future occasions of sin 
 

4. for other just and holy ends 
 

Lesson? 
 

Whatsoever befalls any of His elect is 1) by His appointment, 2) for His glory, 3) and their good.  
 

Closing Thoughts 
 

Difference between Saved and Lost 

 
God oftentimes leaves his children to temptations and the sins of their hearts. If you want to go that way, he 

allows them slack to learn some lessons. But what about those who do not want anything to do with God, those 

who are not His children?  
 

Romans 1 – he gives them over to their desires. He lets them go. The outcome? They become more hardened. 

Their lives become mixed up like tangled kite string. Misery, not happiness, is their lot. 
 

How can one know if his unbridled pursuit of wrong is God letting them learn a lesson the hard way (His children), 

or is it God’s giving them over to their desires as judgment? In the initial stage one cannot tell. 
 

If humbled and repentant and turning back to God – there is hope. 
 

The Unchristian Stance of Anti-Semitism (Hatred of the Jews) 
 

Paul warned of this  
 

I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has 

experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in (Romans 11:25) 
 

Conceited – to think yourself better than 
 

As Christians we should love the Jewish people! We should love even those who are hostile to our faith. Let us 

have Paul’s compassion for his people. 


