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God’s Removing, Pruning and Grafting 
Romans 11:13–24 
 

God had a people, Israel. He likened them to a vineyard which He cultivated, 

looking for an abundant yield; however, God looked for fruit and there was none, 

so He cut it down (Isaiah 5). Jesus spoke of His followers as being likened to a 

new vine (John 15), the Church. Every branch that bears fruit, He prunes, so 

that it might bear more fruit. However, the dead branches are cut out and cast 

into the fire. 
 

In Romans 11 the metaphor changes. Instead of a grape vine, the people of 

God are likened unto an olive tree. It, too, was a cultivated olive tree (Israel); 

however, some of the branches were cut off because of unbelief. Since New 

Testament days, wild tree branches (Gentiles) have been grafted into the old 

cultivated olive tree root (Israel). If God can cut people off from His people 

(Israel) and bring outside people into His people (the Church), He can bring 

Israel back in and cast out people from the church today.  
 

Can God remove people from His church? If you are saying, this sounds confusing, I thought that if you were 

saved you cannot be lost. How can the teaching of this passage reconcile with the eternal security of the 

believer? We will look Romans 11:13–16 over carefully, and I am sure that by the close of the service you will 

be confirmed in your belief that the Good Shepherd truly will not lose not even one of His sheep. None will be 

lost or perish. His sheep are safe in His hands. However, there is a warning in this passage!  
 

We will be looking at several passages in addition to Romans 11. Our study will take us to the unproductive 

vineyard of Isaiah 5, the vine, and the branches of John 15, as well as the parable of the foolish and wise virgins 

found in Matthew 25. There is a common theme that will surface and hopefully shed abundant light upon the 

Romans 11 passage. 
 

God’s Grafting 

Table 1. Romans 11:13–24 
 
13 I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to 
the Gentiles, I make much of my ministry 14 in the hope that I may 
somehow arouse my own people to envy and save some of them. 
15 For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will 
their acceptance be but life from the dead? 16 If the part of the 
dough offered as firstfruits is holy, then the whole batch is holy; if 
the root is holy, so are the branches.  
 
17 If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though 
a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among the others and 
now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root, 18 do not 
boast over those branches. If you do, consider this: You do not 
support the root, but the root supports you. 19 You will say then, 
"Branches were broken off so that I could be grafted in." 20 
Granted. But they were broken off because of unbelief, and you 
stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but be afraid. 21 For if God did 
not spare the natural branches, he will not spare you either.  
 

 
Paul is telling the Gentiles how he hopes 
they will live lives that make his Jewish 
kinsmen envious. 
 

Being God’s people they were holy– 
Holy dough, holy roots, holy branches 
 
 
Some of the branches have been broken 
off / You (Gentiles) have been grafted in 
 

You are drinking holy sap! 
 

They were broken off because of unbelief 
Beware you could be broken off too 
 
Broken off for what reason? Unbelief! 
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Table 1. Romans 11:13–24, Continued. 
 

22 Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness 
to those who fell, but kindness to you, provided that you continue in 
his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off. 23 And if they do not 
persist in unbelief, they will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them 
in again. 24 After all, if you were cut out of an olive tree that is wild by 
nature, and contrary to nature were grafted into a cultivated olive 
tree, how much more readily will these, the natural branches, be 
grafted into their own olive tree!  
 

 

Consider the kindness and sternness 
of God 
 

Kindness – being grafted in 
Sternness – cut off 
 

They can be grafted in again if they 
believe! Faith the key! 
 

Larger context – Israel has 
experienced a “temporary” hardening 
 

All Israel is not Israel! 
 

All the church is not the Church! 
 

 

God’s Removing 
 

This is what God did to Israel 
 

Table 2. Isaiah 5:1–7 
 
1  I will sing for the one I love  
        a song about his vineyard:  
   My loved one had a vineyard  
        on a fertile hillside. 
 2 He dug it up and cleared it of stones  
        and planted it with the choicest vines.  
   He built a watchtower in it  
        and cut out a winepress as well.  
   Then he looked for a crop of good grapes,  
        but it yielded only bad fruit.  
 

3 "Now you dwellers in Jerusalem  
        and men of Judah,  
   judge between me  
        and my vineyard.  
4 What more could have been done for my vineyard 
        than I have done for it?  
   When I looked for good grapes,  
        why did it yield only bad?  
5 Now I will tell you  
        what I am going to do to my vineyard:  
   I will take away its hedge,  
        and it will be destroyed;  
   I will break down its wall,  
        and it will be trampled. 
6 I will make it a wasteland,  
        neither pruned nor cultivated,  
        and briers and thorns will grow there.  
 

 
A love song 
 
The love of a vineyard 
 
Expended much labor on it 
        But it yielded only bad fruit! 
 
 
 
 
Tell me, what could I have done differently? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What I am going to do? 
 
Tear it down, make it a wasteland. 
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Table 2. Isaiah 5:1–8, Continued. 
 

  I will command the clouds  
        not to rain on it."  
 

7 The vineyard of the LORD Almighty  
        is the house of Israel,  
   and the men of Judah  
        are the garden of his delight.  
   And he looked for justice,  
        but saw bloodshed;  
   for righteousness,  
        but heard cries of distress.  
 

 
 
 
Vine vineyard of the LORD  
(the loved and the lover) 
 
It was his delight 
 
What a disappointment! 

 

Table 3. Matthew 25:1–13 
 
1 "At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their 
lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and 
five were wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with 
them. 4 The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5 The 
bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell 
asleep.  
 

6 "At midnight the cry rang out: 'Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet 
him!'  
 

7 "Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones 
said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.'  
 

9 " 'No,' they replied, 'there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, 
go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.'  
 

10 "But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. 
The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the 
door was shut.  
 

11 "Later the others also came. 'Sir! Sir!' they said. 'Open the door for us!'  
 
12 "But he replied, 'I tell you the truth, I don't know you.'  
 
13 "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 

  

 

The Kingdom heaven “will be 
like” 
(an analogy) 
 
10 virgins / 5 foolish – no oil in 
lamps, 5 wise – oil in lamps 
 
 
Midnight cry – Bridegroom is 
here! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bottom line – 5 foolish virgins 
missed out on the wedding – 
not ready (they needed oil for 
their lamps) 
 
 

 

For the 5 foolish virgins they had no light, in the darkness. Why? They had no oil which is symbolic of Holy Spirit. 
 

Let us talk about salvation. When Christ died upon the cross, He paid the penalty of our sins, not His own as He 

was sinless (the soul that sinneth shall die, Ezekiel 18:20). Through this great exchange – our sins for Christ’s 

righteousness, the person who looks to Jesus as his or her Savior is forgiven and is given what?  
 

Eternal life, life in heaven! Correct! What else is the believer given? THE HOLY SPIRIT! The Holy Spirit comes 

into the believer, so that the believer might be a light to the world (Matthew 5:14–16).  

 

The Holy Spirit is the sum of all good things! 
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Table 4. The good gift of the Holy Spirit / Matthew 7:7–11 compared with Luke 11:9–13 

 
7 "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will 
find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 8 For 
everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and 
to him who knocks, the door will be opened.  
 
 

9 "Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him 
a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a 
snake? 11 If you, then, though you are evil, know how 
to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 
your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who 
ask him! 
  

 
9 "So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek 
and you will find; knock and the door will be opened 
to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; he who 
seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be 
opened.  
 
11 "Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will 
give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, 
will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are 
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask him!" 
 

 

From Jonathan Edwards, “An Essay on the Trinity” [note KJV “Holy Ghost” for “Holy Spirit’] 
 

What Christ purchased for us was that we have communion with God [which] is His good, which consists 

in partaking of the Holy Ghost: as we have shown, all the blessedness of the Redeemed consists in their 

partaking of Christ’s fullness, which consists in partaking of that Spirit which is given not by measure unto 

him: the oil that is poured on the head of the Church runs down to the members of His body and to the 

skirts of his garments (Psalm 133:2). Christ purchased for us that we should have the favor of God and 

might enjoy His love, but that love is the Holy Spirit. 
 

Psalm 133 
1 A song of ascents. Of David.  
 

  How good and pleasant it is  

when brothers live together in unity!  
2 It is like precious oil poured on the head,  

running down on the beard,  

  running down on Aaron's beard,  

    down upon the collar of his robes.  
3 It is as if the dew of Hermon  

were falling on Mount Zion.  

  For there the LORD bestows his blessing,  

even life forevermore.  
 

From Jonathan Edwards, “An Essay on the Trinity,” continued. 
 

Christ purchased for us true spiritual excellency, grace and holiness, the sum of which is the love to God, 

which is [nothing] but the indwelling Holy Ghost in the heart. Christ purchased for us spiritual joy and 

comfort, which is a participation of God’s joy and happiness, which joy and happiness, is the Holy Ghost 

as we have shown. The Holy Ghost is the sum of all good things. Good things and the Holy Spirit are 

synonymous expressions in Scripture (Matthew 7:11) “How much shall your Heavenly Father give the 

Holy Spirit to them that ask Him.” The sum of  all spiritual good which the finite have in this world is that 

spring of living water within them which we read of (John 4:10), and those rivers of living water flowing 

out of them which we read of (John 7:38,39), which we are told means the Holy Ghost, and the sum of 

all happiness in the other world is that river of water of life which proceeds out of the throne of God and 

the Lamb, which we read of (Revelation 22:1), which is the River of God’s pleasures and is the Holy 

Ghost and therefore the sum of the Gospel invitation to come and take the water of life (verse 17). 
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The Holy Ghost is the purchased possession and inheritance of the saints, as appears because that little 

of it which the saints have in this world is said to be the earnest of that purchased inheritance (Ephesians 

1:14). Tis an earnest of that which we are to have a fullness of hereafter, (2 Corinthians 1:22,5:5). The 

Holy Ghost is the great subject of all Gospel promises and therefore is called the Spirit of promise 

(Ephesians 1:13). This is called the promise of the Father (Luke 24:49), and the like in other places. (If 

the Holy Ghost be a comprehension of all good things promised in the Gospel, we may easily see the 

force of the Apostle’s arguing (Galatians 3:2), “This only would I know, Received ye the Spirit by the 

works of the law or by the hearing of faith?”  
 

God is Himself the portion and purchased inheritance of His people. 
 

God’s Removing and Pruning 
 

Table 5. John 15:1–8 
 
1 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off 
every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does 
bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are 
already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain 
in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it 
must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you 
remain in me.  
 

5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and 
I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 
6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown 
away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire 
and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it will be given you. 8 This is to my Father's 
glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my 
disciples.  
 

 

Jesus (the Son of God) is the Vine 
God the Father is the gardener 
 
God removes dead branches 
God prunes living branches 
 
Pruning – troubles that come for a good 
purpose. A prod to draw close to God, a 
corrective to a wandering heart. 
 
 
God is looking for fruit 
 
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control” (Galatians 5:22,23) 
 

 

Lesson from Romans 11 
 

Will God every cast away believers out of His church and bar them from heaven? No! They are not dead branches 

in the vine. They have life, they have the Holy Spirit, they will bear the fruit of the Spirit, having “oil” in their lamp, 

they will shine for Jesus!  However, like Old Testament Israel, dead wood sometimes gets into the outward 

expression of the church. They are the tares sown among the wheat. It is not church goers who go to heaven. It 

is not those who claim to be “Christian” who go to heaven. It is only those who embrace Christ as their Savior 

and have a new life with God because they have the Holy Spirit. They have a life with God! 

 

In Pilgrim’s Progress there are many on the road that leads to life but are lost at last. They are traveling with the 

true Pilgrims but do not know the life of Christian and his fellow believers. 

 

Do you have a life with God? 

 

 


