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Overcoming the Gospel Stubbornness of  

“I don’t want to hear it, see it, or talk about it” 

(Romans 10:19, 11:11) 
 

We have all seen the Japanese pictorial maxim, “Hear no evil, see no evil, and speak no evil.” Today, I want to 

take the same three monkeys and portray a different message. Envision them as an image of stubbornness to 

the Gospel (the “good news” concerning Christ and His salvation) – “I don’t want to hear it, see it, or talk about 

it.” What can we do when the ones we love will have no part of our endeavor to help them? 
 

Last Sunday we examined the dire situation of those who refuse to have anything to do with Christ and 

Christianity. I’m thinking here of a Muslim, who thinks Christians are idolaters having three Gods, or of a Jewish 

person, who thinks the deity of Christ is blasphemy, or an atheist, or a “Christian” who does not think he needs 

any of that hell-fire damnation, sinner in need of salvation message as they are good people who follow Jesus’ 

teachings. In Romans chapters 9–11, Paul is focused upon the irresponsiveness to the Gospel by his fellow 

Jewish kinfolk whom he loved. They just do not want to hear it. What can Paul and Christians do? 
 

The Lord tells us in the passage that we can make them envious. We can make they envious by the life we live 

that would make then say, “I want what they have.” Christians, because of their trust in God, should be 

characterized by such winsome and spirit-generated traits as “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. When we fail to live the way that God wants us to live, what we do 

speaks so loudly, that often people cannot hear what we say. 
 

Today’s message is not designed to heap up guilt as to how we fall short. We all fail in many ways. Hopefully, 

those who hear this message will see what can be done on our part with respect to those who defy our best 

intentions for them.  
 

Although we still have a couple of messages to go to finish up Romans chapters 9–11, this message will set the 

stage of what will follow in chapter 12 to the end of the book! 
 

Table 1. Today’s Scripture texts 

Romans 10:19 Again I ask: Did Israel not understand? First, Moses 
says,  
          "I will make you envious by those who are not a nation;  
           I will make you angry by a nation that has no understanding." 
 

 
Quoted from Deuteronomy 32:21 

Romans 11:11 Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond 
recovery? Not at all! Rather, because of their transgression, salvation 
has come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious.  
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The Importance of Living the Christian Life 
 

Matthew 5:1–16 
1 Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2 and 

he began to teach them, saying:  
 

3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  
5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  
7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.  
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.  
 

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 

because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you.  
 
13 "You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no 

longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 14 "You are the light of the world. 

A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they 

put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine 

before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 
 

You have already seen some Christian virtues we ought to exhibit in today’s Scripture Readings – Galatians 

5:16–26, Romans 12. Here are some more: 
 

2 Corinthians 6:3–13 Notice how the life we live before the world is sandwiched in between the difficulties of 

life. How we respond to difficulties ought to mark us off as different from the world. Here is how we can be a light 

in the darkness. 
 

3 We put no stumbling block in anyone's path, so that our ministry will not be discredited. 4 Rather, as 
servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and 
distresses; 5 in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; 
 

 6 in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; 7 in truthful 
speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left;  
 
8 through glory and dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors; 9 known, 
yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; 10 sorrowful, yet always 
rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 11 We have spoken 
freely to you, Corinthians, and opened wide our hearts to you. 12 We are not withholding our affection 
from you, but you are withholding yours from us. 13 As a fair exchange--I speak as to my children--open 
wide your hearts also. 
 

Colossians 3:12 12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever 
grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put 
on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as 
members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 
 

1 Timothy 4:12 Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the 
believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity. 
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1 Timothy 5:9–10  9 No widow may be put on the list of widows unless she is over sixty, has been faithful to her 

husband, 10 and is well known for her good deeds, such as bringing up children, showing hospitality, washing 

the feet of the saints, helping those in trouble and devoting herself to all kinds of good deeds. 
 

1 Timothy 6:11 But you, man of God, flee from all this [love of money], and pursue righteousness, godliness, 

faith, love, endurance and gentleness.  
 

2 Timothy 2:22 Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those 
who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 
 

2 Timothy 3:10-11 10 You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, 
love, endurance, 11 persecutions, sufferings--what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, 
the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. 
 

When people observe your life what do they know about your way of life, purpose, faith, patience, love 
and endurance [never giving up]? 

  
Titus 2:2–10  2 Teach the older men to be temperate, worthy of respect, self-controlled, and sound in faith, in 
love and in endurance. 3 Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be 
slanderers or addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good. 4 Then they can train the younger women to 
love their husbands and children, 5 to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be 
subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God. 6 Similarly, encourage the young men to 
be self-controlled. 7 In everything set them an example by doing what is good. In your teaching show integrity, 
seriousness 8 and soundness of speech that cannot be condemned, so that those who oppose you may be 
ashamed because they have nothing bad to say about us. 9 Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in 
everything, to try to please them, not to talk back to them, 10 and not to steal from them, but to show that they 
can be fully trusted, so that in every way they will make the teaching about God our Savior attractive. 
  

There are roles in society – respect for authority is paramount to the Christian. We should respect and 
be grateful for the police who enforce our laws that we might have a stable law-abiding society. The 
mention of slavery is not a support of the institution. This passage tells the individual how to act if they 
are enslaved. Christianity is the major force to eradicate slavery. It is still going on today in the exploitation 
of woman and children in the sex trade. This is a moral evil that we need to pray to God for its removal 
and do all in our power to abolish this vile practice. Money and lust drive it! 

 

Titus 3:1 Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever 
is good, 2 to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and to show true humility toward all men.  
 
James 3:13–18 13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done 
in the humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do 
not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such "wisdom" does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, 
of the devil. 16 For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice. 17 
But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of 
mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18 Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness. 
  
1 Peter 3:1–4 1 Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if any of them do not believe 
the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, 2 when they see the purity and 
reverence of your lives. 3 Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the 
wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes. 4 Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a 
gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God's sight. 
 

1 Peter 3:7 Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect 
as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers. 
  
1 John 4:7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born 

of God and knows God.  
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This is just a sampling of how we as Christians should live. Look the verses over. Compile your own list of virtues. 

Check your life with it. What areas do you need to ask the Lord to help you on that you might be a better witness 

for him? 
 

What to Do When You Fail to Be What You Ought to Be 
No one is perfect. We all fall short. When you sin, be an example of a truly repentant sinner, who acknowledges 

his sin, confesses it, forsakes it, and seeks to be reconciled to those whom he has wronged. 
 

1 John 1:8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 2:1 My 
dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks 
to the Father in our defense--Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, 
and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 

 

Helps to Keep You on Track 
1. Personal devotional life (reading the Bible & prayer)  
 

 You will need a quiet place and a regular time set aside 
 

The goal is not knowledge about God. The goal is knowing God. 
 

2. Keep a thankful heart 
 

 Be alert to God’s kind providence 
 

 Deal with worry and anger 
 

 Break free of every ensnaring sin (replace bad habits with good) 
 

 Be disciplined enough to do what you know you ought to do (whether you feel like it or not) 
 

3. Gathering with the people of God in church 
 

 Make Sunday church going a habit (with no excuses for missing) 
 

 Go to not only get (knowledge and a right spirit towards God and others) 
 

 Go also to give (worship to God, reach out to your brothers and sisters) 
 

4. Think of yourself as God’s ambassador, on call always 
 

 You are to be a witness (a Christ-like example) on the job 
 

 You are to be a witness (a Christ-like example) to your neighbors 
 

 You are to be a witness (a Christ-like example) to your family 
 

 In this regard, home is not the place “to let your hair down,” let Christ in you shine brightly there. 
 

5. Especially love those who do not want to hear, to see, or talk about Christ and Christianity (i.e. - the Lord you 

love most of all). Also, pray to the Lord for them. He can change the hardest heart. 

 

6. Remember, what I am telling you to do, you cannot do, apart from God’s help. We obey imperfectly, but that 

is no problem for God. 

The first step in a way with God. Knowing Christ. Explain the Gospel! 


