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 The Wrath of God 
(Romans 11:7–10) 
 

What is God like? To find out, the best place to go is to the Holy 

Scriptures. In the Bible, God has revealed to us who He is. 

Based upon what I have heard over the years many have an 

incomplete perception of who God is, according to how the Bible 

describes Him. I have heard God described as being  good, kind, loving, gracious, merciful, and that is all true; 

however, I seldom hear that God is holy, righteous, just, hates sin, and will not overlook it. When was the last 

time you heard a message upon the wrath of God? It will be a fearful time for unrepentant sinners when they 

stand before Almighty God on the Day of Judgment. Not everyone is going to Heaven!  As a matter of fact, Jesus 

let us know how rare that will be when He said, "Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad 

is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that 

leads to life, and ONLY A FEW FIND IT.” (Matthew 7:13, 14) Let Jesus’ words sink in. How unusual it is for a 

person to avoid destruction and find life. This is found in the Sermon on the Mount. It may surprise you to know 

that Jesus spoke more about hell than any other person in the Bible. Hell is described by such words in the Bible 

as “lake of fire,” “eternal destruction,” and “eternal fire.” Just read the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) 

which describe what Jesus both said and did. Check it out for yourself. Jesus said in Matthew 10:28 “Do not be 

afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul 

and body in hell.” Jesus also said in Matthew 18:8–9, that it is better to be maimed, crippled, or sightless than to 

be thrown in Hell. This is just a sampling. 
 

In other days, when the average person was more biblically literate, in Julia Ward Howe’s song, ‘The Battle 

Hymn of the Republic,” they would see the biblical allusions to Jesus’ second coming in the following lyrics, 
 

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord; 

He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored; 

He hath loose the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword: 

His truth goes marching on.  

Glory, glory, Hallelujah (means “God be praised”) 
 

When our Lord Jesus returns to judge men and angels, we will have a more complete picture of Jesus than is 

preached in many churches. We will see that He is most just and terrible in His judgments and that He hates all 

sin. When Jesus returns, sin and unrepentant sinners, the Devil and demons will all be removed once for all, and 

a new heavens and earth will be made. Wickedness will be eradicated and what will remain will be very good. 
 

The wrath of God can be seen in everyday life before the Judgment Day. We already addressed it when I 

preached upon Romans 1, and it surfaces once again in our text today found in Romans 11:7–10. This sermon 

will show the pathway to destruction that too many people are already traveling. Would you like to know its 

characteristics so you will be able to recognize it? Then please pay close attention. 
 

This is a very grievous and hard sermon to preach. Why? Because the Scripture clearly says that, sadly, many 

people are in a stupor. Many turn a deaf ear to the most vital question that needs to be dealt with. What will 

happen to you when you die? Are you prepared to meet God? People seem clueless and indifferent to the 

thought of standing before God and giving Him an account of their life. Paul tells us about those he loved that 

are deaf, blind, and dead to the Gospel (Good news) he so desires to share. 

 

 

Sermon handout: Bible Baptist Church of Galway, Galway, NY, Pastor Wayne R. Brandow, August 2, 2020 



2 
 

Our text today: Romans 11:7–10 
 

Table1. Romans 11:7–10 
 
7 What then? 
 
  What Israel sought so earnestly it did not obtain,  
          but the elect did.  
  The others were hardened,  
 

8 as it is written:  
          "God gave them a spirit of stupor,  
                      eyes so that they could not see  
                      and ears so that they could not hear,  
            to this very day."  
 

 

 

 

9 And David says:  
           "May their table become a snare and a trap,  
                                                   a stumbling block  
                                                   and a retribution for them.  
 

10          May their eyes be darkened so they cannot see,  
             and their backs be bent forever." 
  

 

 
 

 
Israel wanted something, but did not get it 
 

Only the ones chosen by God did, the rest were 
hardened. 
 

OT Quote: Deuteronomy 29:4  
                  & Isaiah 29:10 
 

“a spirit of stupor” (NIV, ESV, NKJV, NASV) 
“a spirit of slumber” (KJV) 
 

Stupor – awake, but not able to think clearly. 
 

They are seeing and hearing, but not clearly. 
 
OT Quote: Psalm 69:22,23 
 

This is an imprecatory Psalm (a Psalm that 
calls down curses and judgement upon one’s 
enemy) 
 

David wants “retribution” – payback time! 
 

Backs bent over – not looking up to God who 
can deliver them or loaded with a burden on 
their back. (Pilgrim’s Progress) 
 

 

A closer look at the OT passages quoted 
 

Table 2. Romans and OT compared 

Romans 11 Old Testament 
 

8 as it is written:  
          "God gave them a spirit of stupor,  
                      eyes so that they could not see  
                      and ears so that they could not hear,  
            to this very day."  
 
 

 

Deuteronomy 29:1–4 1 These are the terms of the 
covenant the LORD commanded Moses to make with the 
Israelites in Moab, in addition to the covenant he had 
made with them at Horeb.  
 

2 Moses summoned all the Israelites and said to them: 
       Your eyes have seen all that the LORD did in Egypt    
to Pharaoh, to all his officials and to all his land. 3 With 
your own eyes you saw those great trials, those 
miraculous signs and great wonders. 4 But to this day the 
LORD has not given you a mind that understands or eyes 
that see or ears that hear.  
 

Isaiah 29:10 The LORD has brought over you a deep 
sleep: He has sealed your eyes (the prophets); he has 
covered your heads (the seers). 
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Table 3. Romans and OT compared 

Romans 11 Old Testament 
9 And David says:  
           "May their table become a snare and a trap,  
                                                   a stumbling block  
                                                   and a retribution for them.  
 

10          May their eyes be darkened so they cannot see,  
             and their backs be bent forever." 
 

 
Psalm 69:21–23  

21 They put gall in my food  
         and gave me vinegar for my thirst.  
22 May the table set before them  
         become a snare;  
    may it become retribution  
         and a trap.  
23 May their eyes be darkened  
         so they cannot see,  
    and their backs be bent forever.  
 

 

In this imprecatory Psalm vengeance is sought, “retribution.” Why talk of a table? The psalmist has had gall put 

in his food and vinegar in his drink. May that adversary get “a taste of his own medicine!” 
 

Imprecatory Psalms are often a trouble for Christians, as these Psalms desire the worst for their enemies, and 

say things like break their teeth, dash their children on the rocks, put their eyes out, etc.  
 

Are God’s people really venting their anger? Is it okay to have a heart of malice towards others? What really is 

happening in these Psalms? Should we be embarrassed about them? Paul obviously was not. He is quoting 

one. 
 

To understand what these imprecatory Psalms are all about. Consider who wrote Psalm 69. The title is “For the 

director of music. To the tune of ‘Lilies’ Of David.” 
 

David wrote it. How vindictive was David? How did he treat Saul in 1 Samuel? Or Absalom in 2 Samuel? Or 

Shimmei, who cursed him (2 Samuel)? There is not a vengeful bone in his body. The imprecatory Psalms want 

justice to be done, the criminal brought to justice. 
 

For the innocent people who have had their businesses and cars, spray painted, windows smashed and set on 

fire, no doubt they are saying to themselves, you thugs, how would you like it if your homes and cars were 

destroyed? No doubt they are longing for justice! 
 

The godly in the OT and the NT were victimized not just by foreigners (Philistines, Assyrians, Babylonians and 

Romans), but the ungodly of their own country, fellow Jews. 

 

Three Questions 
 

1. What is it that the Jews did not obtain? 

 
What Israel sought so earnestly it did not obtain, but the elect did (Rom 11:7) 

It was righteousness! The whole theme of the book of Romans. 

Romans 9:30-33 30 What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have 
obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith; 31 but Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness, has not 
attained it. 32 Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it were by works. They stumbled 
over the "stumbling stone." 33 As it is written: "See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes men to stumble and 
a rock that makes them fall, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame." 
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2. Why was it necessary to obtain it? 
 

Romans 1:16–17 16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of 

everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 17 For in the gospel a righteousness from 

God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will 

live by faith."  

 

3. Why didn’t they obtain it? 
 

• They turned a deaf ear to the Gospel. They did not want it. 

• God said, okay then, I will not bother you. Go your own way then. 

• As a result, they become more and more hardened. 

• Sin has a deadening effect. 
 

The progression down the path away from God 
 

Whenever you turn a deaf ear to God and go your own way, you pound another nail in your coffin. It is the 

trajectory to death. You do not want God and His ways.  Do not worry. You will not enjoy any comfort from God 

in the place you are heading. You will cry out to Him then, but then it will be too late.  
 

He is not interested in your religious ideas. God is interested in you walking in obedience to His ways. Jesus is 

the way, the truth, and the life. Any other way is the way of death and Hell. You do not have to be a murderer or 

a liar or a thief to go to Hell. You can be religious. Doing your own thing, rather than God’s thing. 
 

You can displace the true and living God with gods of your own making. What is the god you live for? What 

occupies your time and attention? What is it that you really love?  
 

You are either walking toward God or away from God. You are either heading toward eternal bliss, or to eternal 

damnation. Just where are your steps taking you?  

 

Why we need a God-given righteousness and how Jesus made it possible. 

 
Explain the Gospel! 

 

Conclusion 
 

The Jewish people whom Paul loved walked away from God. Many people of all nationalities do the same today. 

But you do not have to go down that path.  
 

Enter through the narrow gate that leads to life. Christ is the doorway to that path. Come to Jesus and find life! 

 


