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A Lesson from History 
(Romans 11:1–6 / 1Kings 19:9–18) 
 

In a 1948 speech to the House of Commons, Winston Churchill 

said, "Those who fail to learn from history are condemned to 

repeat it.” It comes from a George Santayana quote, “Those who 

cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” Combine 

the two quotes and you get, if you forget what happened in the 

past or failed to learn lessons from what happened in the past you 

are doomed to repeat the same mistakes. This is a warning. However, the value of history is not just to warn you 

of what not to do, but also to inspire you, to encourage you, to help you to see that there is nothing new under 

the sun. In dark and dismal times, when all seems hopeless, when the will to forge ahead is beginning to flag, in 

times when it would be easy to give up – in the past, others who faced similar obstacles with a comparable sense 

of foreboding and seemingly without strength  to go on, somehow, someway persisted and made it through. 

They faced the adversity head on, and God pulled them through.  
 

I recently read of the despair of Malcom Muggeridge, who was overcome with dark and depressing thoughts one 

night, as a spy in World War II. He wrote, “I lay on my bed full of stale liquor and despair, alone in the universe, 

in eternity, with no glimmer of light.” He decided to end his life, so he drove to the Madagascar coast, and began 

to swim out to sea. He would swim until he was exhausted and not be able to make it back to shore. However, 

looking back he saw the distant lights upon the shore and decided to swim back. Despite fatigue, he made it 

back and was overcome with a sense of “overwhelming joy.”  He perceived that in that dark hour, God was the 

one who pulled him back. Muggeridge in time became a Christian, and he used his extraordinary literary talents 

to make Christ known. That memorable night was a moment in his personal history to remind himself of God’s 

presence and help in his life. Lessons from history, whether one’s own personal history, or on a larger national 

scale, can remind us of God’s presence and care. (Muggeridge’s story was taken from a piece written by Tim 

Gustafson, in Our Daily Bread, Thursday, July 23, 2020).  
 

In today’s passage from Romans, Paul has been writing of unfulfilled expectations. He had preached about 

Christ to people of his own Jewish ethnicity, but they had turned a deaf ear. They did not want to hear it and he 

realized that such was also the case for that famous Old Testament prophet, Elijah. He experienced a similar 

discouragement.  Looking back into history, Elijah’s story had a lesson, a lesson of encouragement. It was a 

lesson from the past, that Paul wanted his hearers to understand. Today, you will not only learn the lesson Paul 

understood from the Elijah story, but also the value and importance of knowing history for our own well-being.  
 

Table 1. Romans 11:1-6 
 
1 I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an 
Israelite myself, a descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of 
Benjamin. 2 God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew. 
Don't you know what the Scripture says in the passage about 
Elijah--how he appealed to God against Israel: 3 "Lord, they have 
killed your prophets and torn down your altars; I am the only one 
left, and they are trying to kill me"? 4 And what was God's answer 
to him? "I have reserved for myself seven thousand who have 
not bowed the knee to Baal." 5 So too, at the present time there 
is a remnant chosen by grace. 6 And if by grace, then it is no 
longer by works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace.  
 

 
Did God reject His people? 
 

No! Paul is Jewish. 
 

History lesson 
 

From 1 Kings 19: 10,14  
  and 1 Kings 19:19 
 
Lesson: God has a remnant (often unseen) 
      Things are not always as they seem. 
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Table 2. 1 Kings 19:9–18 
 
9 There he went into a cave and spent the night. And the word 
of the LORD came to him: "What are you doing here, Elijah?"  
 
10 He replied, "I have been very zealous for the LORD God 
Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken 
down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. 
I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too."  
 
11 The LORD said, "Go out and stand on the mountain in the 
presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by."  
 

Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and 
shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in 
the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD 
was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake came a fire, 
but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle 
whisper. 13 When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face 
and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave.  
 

Then a voice said to him, "What are you doing here, Elijah?"  
 
14 He replied, "I have been very zealous for the LORD God 
Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken 
down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. 
I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too."  
 
15 The LORD said to him, "Go back the way you came, and go 
to the Desert of Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael 
king over Aram. 16 Also, anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over 
Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah to 
succeed you as prophet. 17 Jehu will put to death any who 
escape the sword of Hazael, and Elisha will put to death any 
who escape the sword of Jehu. 18 Yet I reserve seven thousand 
in Israel--all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and all 
whose mouths have not kissed him."  
 

 
LORD: What are you doing here? 
 
 
Elijah: I have been zealous. I am the only 
one left. (partially quoted in Rom 11:3) 
 

 
 

Stand on the mountain, the LORD is about 
to pass by 

• Not in wind 

• Not in earthquake 

• Not in fire 
The LORD was in a gentle whisper! 

(in the quiet and still) 
 

We all want the thunder & lightening! 
 
LORD: What are you doing here? 
 

Elijah: I have been zealous. I am the only 
one left. (partially quoted in Rom 11:3) 
 
 
 
Get back to work – anoint Elisha 
 
 
 
 
 
There are 7,000 on my side!  
(quoted in Rom 11:4) 

 

History Lesson for Paul and His Listeners (Us Too!) 
 

Elijah was on the run, after being confronted with Jezebel’s hostility. Elijah had an astounding triumph on Mount 

Carmel over the Baal worshippers. You would think that such a victory would gain a hearing among the monarchy 

of Israel, but Queen Jezebel did not flinch. She was bent upon snuffing out the life of Elijah. Elijah felt alone and 

his ministry was not turning Israel back to the LORD.  When Elijah questioned, the LORD answered, “You are 

not alone. I’ve got 7,000 who have not bowed their knee to Baal.” They may be unseen. They may be hidden 

from view, BUT THEY ARE THERE!  
 

Fast forward to Paul and the unbelief of Israel in his own day. Just who was opposing Elijah? The nation of Israel. 

Things have not changed. Faith in the Old Testament was embraced only by a few Jews in the nation. It was 

and continued to be a remnant!  The kingdom is like leaven in a loaf – hidden from view. 
 

The kingdom advances exponentially, but, hidden. Billy Graham crusades with packed arenas are the exception 

rather than the rule. Pentecost with 3,000 converted in one place is the exception, not the rule. However, 

Christianity is spreading like wildfire. The ones “chosen by grace” will come. There is no stopping God! 
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The Value of History 

The Bible Is a Historical Book 
The Historical Books of the Old Testament (OT) 

• Genesis – Esther, history is even found in the Psalms & prophets (especially Isaiah and Jeremiah) 
 

• Sample – Psalm 106 – History of Red Sea crossing, golden calf, wilderness wandering [page 590. In the 

pew Bible]  
 

The Historical Books of the New Testament (NT) 

• Gospels, (life of Christ, a record of what Jesus said and did), Acts, (history of the early church), epistles 

(contain history both OT & NT, consider Galatians 1,2) 
 

The Bible contains not just history. There is poetry, instruction both theological (who God is) and moral (how we 

are to live), wisdom literature, and prophetic material (what is to come). It is primarily revelation. God reveals to 

us what He wants us to know. 
 

As the Bible is historical in nature, by one who is truthful, you can count upon its accuracy and reliability. I had 

lunch with an Egyptologist at an academic conference. He shared with me that he is not a Christian, but he 

believed in the historical reliability of the Bible, especially when it came to the history of Egypt. 
 

God is a God of history, it is “His-story.”  Most of the stories in the Bible are not fictional. They describe real 

events, real people in time and space. The non-fictional elements are apparent, for example when Christ tells a 

parable “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field . . . “ 
 

Listen to the historical framing of the Gospel of Luke: 
 

Luke 1:1-4 1 Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among 
us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants 
of the word. 3 Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it 
seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you 
may know the certainty of the things you have been taught. 

 

The Value of History – God Has Not Changed! 
The Bible records both the hatred God has towards sin, and just judgments, as well as love, mercy, and grace! 

 

What you can do to benefit from Biblical history 
• Note how God relates to sinners – He is good, gracious, and merciful 

• Note how God deals with impenitent sinners – who knowingly, and willingly defy Him 

• You do not want God to be your adversary 
 

What you can do to benefit from personal history (God’s personal dealings with you). 
• Pay attention to God’s work in your life. The Christian life is a relationship with God. 

How?  

• In prayers of gratitude. You will be more aware if you spend time with Him each day, in quiet reading and 

meditating of His word 

• In journaling (keeping a record – answered prayers, providential events), and sharing with others. 
 

The Cross, the Greatest Historical Event 
 

Christ came into the world to save sinners. Have you embraced Christ as your Savior? 


