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The Righteousness that Is by 

Faith Is Calling 
(Romans 10:1-13) 
 

In the book of Romans, chapters 9–11, Paul is answering the following 

questions many were asking in his day. If the nation Israel was God’s people, 

why are so few embracing Christ as their Savior? Has God’s plan failed?  A 

casual reading of the Old Testament might lead one to wonder what the LORD was doing there as well. Israel 

had a very checkered past. As a nation they were prone to wander away from God and the place of blessing. 
 

Romans chapter 9 provided two answerers. First, not every child of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were children of 

the promise. Ishmael and Esau were given as examples of this and a rather blunt statement says so succinctly, 

“not all who are descended from Israel are Israel” (Romans 9:6). God has His people. They are characterized 

by having the faith of Abraham. The truly chosen people are but a remnant of the nation of Israel. One can be 

assured that God’s promises will come true as He will make them come to pass. So, the first mistake in evaluating 

if God had failed or not is assuming the promises to Abraham’s offspring were for the whole nation of Israel. 

(Many Christians still do that today, in their prophetic speculations about the future of Israel) 
 

The second answer, is that unbelieving Israel, being part of that people who received God’s law through Moses, 

failed to grasp the aim of the law. The law was to point to Christ. They missed it. They stumbled over Christ 

because they were so distracted, so zealous in trying to keep God’s law that they failed to realize they could not 

keep it. The law’s aim was to reveal to them their sinfulness and need; thereby, leading them to Christ and the 

gift of righteousness that He has procured for them. 
 

Romans chapter 10 is a turn from the plight of ethnic Israel in the direction of hope for many of these unbelieving 

Jews. First, Paul is praying for them.  We often fail to realize how powerful prayer is. Second, the major theme 

of our message today, Paul personifies the righteousness of faith. It actually calls out to unbelieving Israel with 

a strong allusion to Deuteronomy 29–30, a passage of Scripture at the end of Moses’ second giving of the law 

to Israel  just prior to going into the land, showing that what was happening in Paul’s day concerning the spread 

of the Gospel of Christ is that blessed time of revival Moses spoke of. It is a revival that includes Paul’s Jewish 

kinsmen.  
 

Here is a message of hope. The coming last days for Israel were not future to Paul, the promised blessings of 

the last days for Israel had already begun and the blessing of those days was and continues to be found in 

Christ. There is now a righteousness from God for Jews and Gentiles alike, for you and me. According to Paul 

that righteousness of faith is calling. The phone is ringing. Can’t you hear it? Pick up the phone. It is for you and 

me. 
 

Table 1. Romans 10:1–13 
 
1 Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites 
is that they may be saved. 2 For I can testify about them that they 
are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge. 3 
Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God 
and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God's 
righteousness. 4 Christ is the end of the law so that there may be 
righteousness for everyone who believes.  
 

 

Paul’s prayer is that the Israelites might be 
saved 
 

They are zealously seeking to establish 
their own righteousness 
 

They need a righteousness found in Christ 
through faith 
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Table 1. Romans 10:1–13 Continued 
 

5 Moses describes in this way the righteousness that is by the 
law: "The man who does these things will live by them." 6 But the 
righteousness that is by faith says: "Do not say in your heart, 
'Who will ascend into heaven?' " (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 
"or 'Who will descend into the deep?' " (that is, to bring Christ up 
from the dead). 8 But what does it say? "The word is near you; it 
is in your mouth and in your heart," that is, the word of faith we 
are proclaiming: 9 That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is 
Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe 
and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and 
are saved. 11 As the Scripture says, "Anyone who trusts in him 
will never be put to shame." 12 For there is no difference between 
Jew and Gentile--the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses 
all who call on him, 13 for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved." 
 

 

Moses said if you keep the righteousness 
from the law you will live 
 

The righteousness that comes by faith 
says 

• I’m available, nearby 

• You must confess with your mouth 
and believe in your heart that 
Jesus is Lord and that God raised 
Him from the dead. 
 

Verse 11 – quote from Isaiah 28:16 
 
Verse 13 – quote from Joel 2:32 

 

Paul’s Prayer 
Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved (Romans 10:1) 
 

Paul is especially suited to pray for his fellow Jews as he was exactly where they were before coming to Christ. 

He was zealous. As a very devout Jew, he sought to keep the Mosaic law. Have you ever wondered why God 

allowed you to experience false doctrine, death of a child or spouse, divorce, being victimized by crime, of a 

debilitating accident? He is equipping you for service to others, giving you a heart for others, creating a gracious 

and understanding heart. Remember the story of Joseph. His brothers treated him badly, but God meant it for 

good. Trials reveal to us, who we really are. Trials reveal to us, who God really is. “In God we trust,” becomes 

more than a saying. It becomes a lifeline, a reality, a burden to share with others who are now hurting as we 

once hurt.  
 

Paul prays – because he loves, and because he wants to do the greatest good. What is the greatest good? 

Salvation in Christ. What does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses his soul. The richest man on 

earth is but a pauper, without knowing Christ.  
 

Misplaced Trust 
2 For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge. 3 Since 

they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit 

to God's righteousness. 4 Christ is the end of the law so that there may be righteousness for everyone who 

believes (Romans 10:2–4).  

Bottom line, people think they must be good to go to heaven. There is truth in this. However, we are all not good 

enough. That is why we need a Savior. The goodness (righteousness) needed must be given. It is Christ’s 

righteousness. We just need receive it as a gift from God. (explain the Gospel) 
 

The Righteousness by Faith Speaks Up 
5 Moses describes in this way the righteousness that is by the law: "The man who does these things will live by 

them." 6 But the righteousness that is by faith says: (Romans 10:5–6a) 
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This righteousness by faith is given a voice. As a literary devise, it speaks in Paul’s letter to the Romans. What 

does it say? To the Jews they would be reminded of how Moses ended the book of Deuteronomy. Read 

Deuteronomy 29–30 
 

Table 2. Summary of Deuteronomy 29,30 

Deuteronomy 29 

• The terms of the covenant the LORD was making with Israel 

• You saw how I delivered you out of Egypt and what happened in the wilderness 

• Make sure you do not turn away from the LORD 

• If you abandon the covenant you will be judged 

• When this happens others will know it is because you abandoned the LORD 
Deuteronomy 30 

• There will be a return to the LORD 

• The LORD will circumcise your hearts, verse 6 (this is the new covenant, there will be a new heart 
and new obedience and consequently new blessings) 

 

 

Table 3. The Allusion to Deuteronomy 29,30 

Deuteronomy 30:11–20 Romans 10:5–13 
 
11 Now what I am commanding you today is not too 
difficult for you or beyond your reach. 12 It is not up in 
heaven, so that you have to ask, "Who will ascend into 
heaven to get it and proclaim it to us so we may obey 
it?" 13 Nor is it beyond the sea, so that you have to 
ask, "Who will cross the sea to get it and proclaim it to 
us so we may obey it?" 14 No, the word is very near 
you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may 
obey it.  
 

15 See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death 
and destruction. 16 For I command you today to love 
the LORD your God, to walk in his ways, and to keep 
his commands, decrees and laws; then you will live 
and increase, and the LORD your God will bless you 
in the land you are entering to possess.  
 

17 But if your heart turns away and you are not 
obedient, and if you are drawn away to bow down to 
other gods and worship them, 18 I declare to you this 
day that you will certainly be destroyed. You will not 
live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to 
enter and possess.  
 

19 This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses 
against you that I have set before you life and death, 
blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you 
and your children may live 20 and that you may love 
the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast 
to him. For the LORD is your life, and he will give you 
many years in the land he swore to give to your 
fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  
 

 
5 Moses describes in this way the righteousness that 
is by the law: "The man who does these things will live 
by them." 6 But the righteousness that is by faith says: 
"Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into 
heaven?' " (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 "or 'Who will 
descend into the deep?' " (that is, to bring Christ up 
from the dead). 8 But what does it say? "The word is 
near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart," that is, 
the word of faith we are proclaiming: 9 That if you 
confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe 
in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you 
believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that 
you confess and are saved. 11 As the Scripture says, 
"Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame." 
12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile-
-the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who 
call on him, 13 for, "Everyone who calls on the name 
of the Lord will be saved." 
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Similarities and differences  

  Deuteronomy       Romans 

1. Ascend into heaven, cross the sea       1. Ascend into heaven, descend into the deep 

   2. Obedience           2. Faith (in God’s obedience/ righteousness) 

 3. A new obedience (after being given a new heart)      3. A new obedience (Jesus is Lord) 

 

“Jesus is Lord” (LORD Jehovah, and King) 
 

The “Fall” of the Nation of Israel compared with the fall of man in the garden 

  
Commandment 

 
Disobedience 

 
Works 

 

 
Atonement provided 

Faith 
 

 
New Obedience 

 
Adam 
 

 
Don’t eat of the 
tree 

 
Sinned  
cast from garden 

 
Fig leaves 

 
Blood shed / 
garment provided 

 
Forgiven & restored 
New Obedience 
 

 
Israel 

 
Obey the LORD 

 
Sinned  
cast from the land 

 
Keeping law 

 
Cross /  
Garment provided  - 
clothed in Christ’s 
righteousness 
 

 
Forgiven & restored 
New Obedience 
 

(Deut. 30) 

 

Isaiah 28:16 So this is what the Sovereign LORD says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, a precious 

cornerstone for a sure foundation; the one who trusts will never be dismayed [ “never be put to shame,” LXXX]   
 

Table 4. Joel, Acts, and Romans compared. 

Joel 2:25–32 Acts 2:17–21 Romans 10: 10–13 
 
25 "I will repay you for the years the 
locusts have eaten-- the great 
locust and the young locust, the 
other locusts and the locust 
swarm-- my great army that I sent 
among you. 26 You will have plenty 
to eat, until you are full, and you will 
praise the name of the LORD your 
God, who has worked wonders for 
you; never again will my people be 
shamed. 27 Then you will know that 
I am in Israel, that I am the LORD 
your God, and that there is no 
other; never again will my people 
be shamed.  
 
 

 
At Pentecost Peter quotes Joel 
 
 
17 " 'In the last days, God says, I will 
pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy, your young men will see 
visions, your old men will dream 
dreams. 18 Even on my servants, 
both men and women, I will pour 
out my Spirit in those days, and 
they will prophesy. 19 I will show 
wonders in the heaven above and 
signs on the earth below, blood 
and fire and billows of smoke. 20 
The sun will be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood before the 
coming of the great and glorious 
day of the Lord. 21 And everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord 
will be saved.' 
  

 

10 For it is with your heart that you 
believe and are justified, and it is 
with your mouth that you confess 
and are saved. 11 As the Scripture 
says, "Anyone who trusts in him 
will never be put to shame." 12 For 
there is no difference between Jew 
and Gentile--the same Lord is Lord 
of all and richly blesses all who call 
on him, 13 for, "Everyone who calls 
on the name of the Lord will be 
saved." 
 

 

Table continued next page 
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Table 4. Joel, Acts, and Romans compared., continued 

Joel 2:25–32 Acts 2:17–21 Romans 10: 10–13 
 

28 "And afterward, I will pour out my 
Spirit on all people. Your sons and 
daughters will prophesy, your old 
men will dream dreams, your 
young men will see visions. 29 Even 
on my servants, both men and 
women, I will pour out my Spirit in 
those days. 30 I will show wonders 
in the heavens and on the earth, 
blood and fire and billows of 
smoke. 31 The sun will be turned to 
darkness and the moon to blood 
before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the LORD. 32 And 
everyone who calls on the name of 
the LORD will be saved; for on 
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there 
will be deliverance, as the LORD 
has said, among the survivors 
whom the LORD calls.  
 

  

 

Lessons 
 

• Paul prayed for those whom he could identify with. He cared because God had prepared his heart. 

• We cannot be good enough to be saved – all need a Savior – Jesus! 

• We are saved because of Jesus’ obedience (righteousness) given to those who trust in Him 

• Receiving Christ’s righteousness by faith results in a new obedience. 

 

We were lost by our former disobedience. We are saved by Christ’s obedience which leads to forgiveness and 

a new obedience to God. 

 

Acts 2 – IN THE LAST DAYS, this salvation would be offered. The fulfilment of some of the prophecies to 

Israel (Deuteronomy 29–30, and Joel 3) are taking place today in Christ. There are still more. 

 

Are you looking for something special for Israel – look no further than the church. The church is Israel’s temple 

built without hands. The church is the new Jerusalem. 


