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 The Trinity 
(Romans 9:33 / Isaiah 8:14) 
 

The greatest argument for the Trinity, is not to show verses that Jesus is 

God. Many who deny the deity of Christ, and consequently the Trinity, have 

no problem with Jesus being called God. They say there is only one True 

and Living God and Jesus represents Him. As Moses would be like God to 

Aaron (Exodus 4:16), they would say that Jesus would be like a God to us. 

They would say that Jesus is not THE God, but He is A God (i.e. Godlike).  
 

The best approach is to show that Jesus is Jehovah. He is the LORD, the 

true and living God of the Old Testament, which is quite easy to 

demonstrate. Today, we are going to show one passage that does that 

(along with many more), Romans 9:33, which quoted Isaiah 8:14. Today, we will hopefully give compelling 

reasons, many reasons, why Jesus is not only the True and Living God, the one God of the Scriptures, but also 

that the Father and the Holy Spirit are likewise that one God.  The term “Trinity” speaks of a Tri-unity and the 

best definition of what that entails is found in the Westminster Shorter Catechism and its restatement in the 

Baptist Catechism which says the following 
 

Q. 8: Are there more gods than one? 

A. There is but one only, the living and true God. 
 

Q. 9: How persons are there in the Godhead? 

A. There are three persons in the Godhead, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are 

one God, the same in essence, equal in power and glory. – The Baptist Catechism 
 

Why is this such a good definition? It is because it follows the way God reveals Himself to us in the Bible. In the 

Old Testament the oneness of God is stressed. In the New Testament we learn of the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, and we learn that the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God. However, there is a 

distinction between the three persons: The Father is not the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit is not the Son, and the 

Son is not the Father (see the triangle-circle diagram). The best way to visualize how the three relates to the one 

is to see the three persons being inside the one essence of God. Have you ever seen a premade cookie mix 

where you slice the rolled cookie dough into cookies and place them on a cookie sheet? THIS IS NOT WHAT IS 

HAPPENING WITH THE TRINITY. We are not to cut up the one divine essence into three parts and call each 

part a person. You would end up we three gods. The essence of God remains one. It is not divided! 
 

Years ago, a person sought to join the church. She professed faith in Christ as her Savior. I was so glad to hear 

that. I asked her to read our confession of faith (1689 London Baptist Confession). Afterwards, I asked her if she 

had any questions and she told me that she did not believe that Jesus was God, and she did not believe in the 

Trinity. It necessitated picking up this topic in teaching and preaching. That was a long time ago. It is time once 

again to teach about this important doctrine.  
 

Context Romans 9:33  
 

This is our third week upon Romans 9:33 and the surrounding verses. The bigger picture is that Paul is focusing 

upon the overall rejection of Christ in his day. The Gentiles (non-Jews are embracing Christ in droves. Not so 

the Jews. In the immediate context he tells us why. Christ is a stumbling stone to them. He is right before their 

eyes, yet they trip over him. They did not see Him because they were so distracted by trying to keep God’s law.   
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Romans 9:33 is a combination quote of two verses in Isaiah (Isaiah 28:16 and Isaiah 8:14).  
 

Last week we focused in on Isaiah 28:16. We highlighted how the “one who trusts in the Lord will not be ashamed” 

is stressed repeated in Isa 28:16 (LXX – Greek translation of OT, Rom 9:33, 10:11, 1 Pet 2:6). We talked about 

how the Hebrew text was different and gives a fuller picture. This is te idea of “rest.” God as a rock will be a place 

of rest. We also talked about how different English translations of a word can bring out different nuances and all 

be true to the underlying original text being translated. There was a lot packed into that message to unfold the 

richness of God’s Word. 
 

Today, we will focus on Isaiah 8:14. The major lesson is that Jehovah is the rock of Isaiah 8:14. Jesus is the 

rock of Romans 9:33. The implication – Jesus is Jehovah! 
  

Romans 9:33 compared to Isaiah 8:14 
 

Table 1. Rom 9:33 / Isa 8:13–14a 

Romans 9:33 Isaiah 8:13–14a 
 

As it is written:  
 

  "See,  
   I lay in Zion a stone that causes men to stumble 
        and a rock that makes them fall,  
   and the one who trusts in him  
        will never be put to shame."  

 
13 The LORD Almighty is the one you are to regard as  
    holy,  
         he is the one you are to fear,  
         he is the one you are to dread,  
14 and he will be a sanctuary;  
         but for both houses of Israel  
         he will be a stone that causes men to stumble  
         and a rock that makes them fall.  
 

 

The stone in Romans 9:33 refers to Christ. Who does the stone in Isaiah 8:14 refer to? Answer: The LORD 

[Jehovah] Almighty.  JESUS IS JEHOVAH! HE IS NOT “A” GOD (Godlike). HE IS “THE” GOD! All that is needed 

is one verse to prove a point. But there are many more. Consider the following. 
 

Table 2. Evidence that Jesus is Jehovah  

NT - Jesus OT – Jehovah (the LORD) 
 

John 1:23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, 
"I am the voice of one calling in the desert, 'Make straight 
the way for the Lord.' " 
 

 

Isaiah 40:3 A voice of one calling: "In the desert prepare 
the way for the LORD; make straight in the wilderness a 
highway for our God. 
  

 

John 8:58 "I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "before 
Abraham was born, I am!" 
 
 John 1:3 Through him all things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has been made. 
 

Colossians 1:16 For by him all things were created: things 
in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were 
created by him and for him. 
 

 
Isaiah 40:28 Do you not know? Have you not heard? The 
LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the 
earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his 
understanding no one can fathom  

 

Jesus in His I am statements, in the Gospel of John, echoes how the LORD (Jehovah) reveals Himself at the 

burning book. 

 

 



3 
 

Table 2. Evidence that Jesus is Jehovah, Continued. 

NT - Jesus OT – Jehovah (the LORD) 
 
Acts 4:10–12 10 then know this, you and all the people of 
Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom 
you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this 
man stands before you healed.  
 

11 He is  
        " 'the stone you builders rejected,  
                which has become the capstone. '  
 
12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given to men by which we must be 
saved."  
 

 
Isaiah 43:11 I, even I, am the LORD, and apart from me 
there is no savior. 

 

The Trinity – There is only one God 
 

Deuteronomy 6:4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 
 

There is an allusion to the Trinity here (you have to read Hebrew right to left) 
 

הָוה ֶאָחד  הָוה ֱאֹלֵהינּו יְׁ ָרֵאל יְׁ ַמע ִישְׁ    שְׁ
                                                                        One  (is)  the LORD our Elohim,  the LORD  O Israel       Hear 

 

Very literal translation:  

“Hear, O Israel, the LORD our Elohim (Plural / three or more of “God”), the LORD [is] one!! 
 

Other plural conceptions of the One God in the OT – “Let us make man in our image” (Gen 1),  “Holy, Holy, 

Holy” (Isa 6), Aaronic benediction (Num 6). 
 

The Trinity – Jesus is God (the One God of the OT because He is Jehovah) 
 

[See above] 
 

The Trinity – The Holy Spirit is both a Person and God 
 

A. God 
 

 Acts 5:1–4 Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2 

With his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it 

at the apostles' feet.  
 

3 Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy 

Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4 Didn't it belong to you 

before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What made you think of 

doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God."  
 

B. A Person 

 

Is the Holy Spirit a person or a force, the power of God?  
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Answer:  
 

1) He is described with the personal pronoun “he” and not “it.”  

 

2) He has personal attributes: He has intelligence (1 Cor 12:8), power (Rom 15:13), knowledge (1 Cor 2:10– 

12), love (Rom 15:30). 

 

3) He does personal acts: He speaks (Acts 13:12), intercedes (Rom 8:26), testifies (John 15:26), commands  

(Acts 16:6,7), oversees (Acts 20:28), teaches (John 14:26). 

 

4) He has personal reactions: He may be grieved (Eph 4:30), vexed (Isa 63:10), be tested (Acts 5:9), be resisted 

  (Acts 7:51), be blasphemed (Mark 3:29,30). 1 

 

The NT references to the Trinity (Baptism, Doxologies). 
 

Here is a sampling 
 

Matthew 3:16–17 16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven 
was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. 17 And a voice 
from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased." 
  
Matthew 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 
 

2 Corinthians 13:14 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
  

Why Is it Important? 
 

The Triune God is the Creator and Savior (the economic and ontological Trinity) 
 

People tend to focus on the ontological Trinity (His being), who God is. There is mystery here. We can only know 

about God what He reveals about Himself. He is so much above us, like our world is above the ant world. What 

do ants know about the upcoming Presidential race, Covid19, unemployment, etc. We are in a different world.  
 

Two dangers to avoid in describing the Trinity: 

1) Tritheism (Three gods) 

2) Modalism (One God with three costumes and roles to fill) 
 

The Bible focuses upon the economic Trinity, what this Triune God does, especially regarding salvation, 

1) God the Father plans redemption 

2) God the Son accomplishes redemption (by paying for our sins) 

3) God the Holy Spirit applies redemption (by calling His people to Himself by working repentance and 

  faith in them) 
 

The Triune God’s place in the Christian life and worship 
 

Knowing how this Triune God works on our behalf – what to pray for, how to worship Him.  - SUMMARY! 

 
1 These qualities to express the personality of the Holy Spirit came from Mark G. Cambron, Bible Doctrine: Beliefs that Matter. 
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1954), 117–120. 


