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A Place of Rest 
(Romans 9:33 / Isaiah 28:16) 
 

 

There is phrase used three times in the New 

Testament. It is, “The one who trusts in him 

will never be put to shame” (Romans 9:33; 

10:11; and 1 Peter 2:6).  Paul in Romans and 

Peter in 1 Peter are quoting Isaiah 28:16 

verbatim from the Septuagint, the Greek 

translation of the Hebrew Old Testament 

How do I know that they are quoting the 

Greek translation rather than the Hebrew 

text? It is because the Hebrew text is different. However, the Hebrew text and its setting in Isaiah, which would 

be familiar to his Jewish readers, as well as how it is being used by Paul in Romans, brings the message of 

Isaiah and Romans in juxtaposition and results in a powerful message that we all need to hear. Trusting in the 

ROCK, who is Christ, we will never be put to shame for He is a sure foundation that will never be shaken. In Him 

we can find safety and a place of rest.  
 

 

Where we left off in last’s week’s message 
As you may recall, Paul has a tremendous burden for his fellow Jews. He wants them to embrace Christ as their 

Savior and Lord, as he has, but they are just not listening. This Israelite deaf ear is not something new. In Isaiah’s 

day, the nation of Israel was also tuning God out. By the time of Isaiah, the nation was divided with Israel in the 

north and Judah in the south. Each area had their own Kings. Isaiah was a prophet in Judah, which from time to 

time would have a good king that would turn the hearts of the people back to the LORD, but such was not always 

the case. For the most part, the trajectory in both kingdoms was AWAY from the LORD. Therefore, the LORD 

would raise up prophets to call them back.  
 

Isaiah 53:6 describes not just Israel and Judah, but the waywardness of all mankind when we read, “We all, like 

sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way,” Like the lines in the well-known hymn of William 

Cowper, 

 Prone to wander, Lord I feel it,  

 Prone to leave the God I love. 
 

We mentioned last week where the Jews of Paul’s day went wrong and why they just did not embrace Christ as 

their Savior and Lord. It was because they were distracted and as a result, they tripped over Christ. Although 

Christ was smack dab in their pathway, they did not see Him. They tripped over him, just like you trip over things 

left in your pathway that you do not see.  
 

What in the world were they so busy with that they failed to see Christ? Paul tells us. They were trying to be right 

with God by trying to keep God’s law. Let us look at the passage and compare it with the Isaiah passage Paul 

quotes. 
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Table 1. Romans and Isaiah Compared 

Romans 9:30-33 Isaiah 28:16 

 
30 What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did 
not pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a 
righteousness that is by faith; 31 but Israel, who 
pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained it. 32 
Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but as 
if it were by works. They stumbled over the "stumbling 
stone." 33 As it is written:  
 

          "See, I lay in Zion  
                    a stone that causes men to stumble  
                    and a rock that makes them fall,  
 
           and the one who trusts in him  
                    will never be put to shame." 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So this is what the Sovereign LORD says:  
 

          "See, I lay a stone in Zion,  
                    a tested stone,  
                    a precious cornerstone  
                              for a sure foundation;  
           the one who trusts  
                   will never be dismayed.  
 

 

It was pointed out last week that Paul only quotes part of Isaiah 28:16.  

Also, it was noted that another verse from Isaiah is being quoted by Paul. The middle part of the quote, a stone 

that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall,” is from Isaiah 8:14. We will talk about this middle 

part next week. Last week, I mentioned that when we compared Romans 9:33 with Isaiah chapter 8, we 

discovered that Jesus is the LORD (Jehovah). I am going to talk about that next week and use it to preach on 

the doctrine of the Trinity. Have you ever heard a message on the Trinity? How do we know from the Bible it is 

true? The Trinity will be the theme of next week’s message and why it is so important. 

Did you see anything different in Romans 9 and Isaiah 28? 
 

 

(Rom 9) . . . will never be put to shame 
 

(Isa 28) . . . will never be dismayed 
 

 

The reason it is different is because the NIV English translation is translating the original Hebrew text. Paul is 

quoting the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Old Testament in his day. 

Table 2. A Help to Seeing the Passages 

Romans 9:33, Greek NT Isaiah 28:16, Greek OT Isaiah 28: 16, Hebrew OT 
 

   The one who trusts him  
         will never be put to shame 

 

   The one who trusts him  
         will never be put to shame 

 

The one who trusts him  
will never be dismayed 

 

 

   ὁ πιστεύων ἐπ᾽ αὐτῷ  

       οὐ καταισχυνθήσεται.  

 

   ὁ πιστεύων ἐπ᾽ αὐτῷ  

      οὐ μὴ καταισχυνθῇ  
 

 

   ַהַמֲאִמין לֹא ָיִחיׁש
 

 

There is a slight difference in Romans 9:33 and Isaiah 28:18 in both Greek translations. It is this: 

• Romans 9:33 – will not (in the future) be put to shame 

• Isaiah 28:16 – will NEVER (in any point of time) be put to shame 
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What to learn – Romans 9:33 (Greek) and Isaiah 28:16 (Hebrew) are inspired Scriptures. God, the Holy Spirit 

had Paul quote the Greek translation of the inspired Hebrew text. What Paul wrote is God-breathed. It is the 

Word of God! In this case, the Septuagint, Greek translation of the Old Testament which was not inspired (the 

original Hebrew text was the literature that was inspired) was used by God and became part of the Bible. 

When you read the Bible,  all of it is God-breathed (inspired), every single word in the original Greek and Hebrew 

is inspired, as Jesus said, “every jot and tittle,” (KJV language, in Matthew 5:18 or NIV “the smallest letter and 

the least stroke of the pen” ) will come to pass. 

You are not able to read Greek or Hebrew? That is okay! Do you see what the Lord is doing here? He is teaching 

by using a common translation of the sacred text in Paul’s day.  
 

In the New Testament the Lord uses the exact same wording as found in in Romans 9:33 or the Greek translation 

of Isaiah 28:16. 
 

 Table 3. An Important Truth Mentioned Four Times 
Which one Greek Translation Other texts w/ exact wording 

 
Romans 9:33 

 

ὁ πιστεύων ἐπ᾽ αὐτῷ  

       οὐ καταισχυνθήσεται. 

 
will not (in the future) be put to 
shame 
 

 
Romans 10:11 

 
Isaiah 28:16 

 

 ὁ πιστεύων ἐπ᾽ αὐτῷ  

      οὐ μὴ καταισχυνθῇ  
 

 
will NEVER (in any point of 
time) be put to shame 

 
1 Peter 2:6 

 

Romans 9:33 As it is written: "See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that 

makes them fall, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame."  
 

Romans 10:11 As the Scripture says, "Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame."  
 

1 Peter 2:4–6 4 As you come to him, the living Stone--rejected by men but chosen by God and precious 

to him-- 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says:  

"See, I lay a stone in Zion,  

a chosen and precious cornerstone,  

           and the one who trusts in him  

will never be put to shame."  
 

Let us talk about the Hebrew text of Isaiah 28:16 
Best way for those who do not know Hebrew, look at the English translations to get the nuance of the words 
 

Table 4. Isaiah 28:16 
NIV,1984 NIV, 2011 KJV NKJV NASV, 1977 ESV, 2001 

will never be 
dismayed 

will never be stricken 
with panic 

shall not make haste. will not act hastily will not be 
disturbed.  

will not be in haste 

 

The underlying Hebrew word   חּוׁש (ghoosh) means “haste, make haste” A major Hebrew lexicon (Brown, Driver, 

Briggs, Gesenius), sees the nuance of the word in Isaiah 28:16 as “hastening away” (flee) or “hasten about” 

distractedly. The Classical Hebrew Dictionary has for this word in Isaiah 28:16, “give way, be dislodged.”  
 

The idea here is that being built upon the ROCK (Jesus) you will be secure, not blown or washed away (like the 

house built on the rock in Jesus parable of the house built upon the rock, and the house built upon the sand). 

 



4 
 

There will be no flurry of agitation, panic, disturbance, instead, because it is built on the ROCK, there is calm 

serenity. There will be no actions to be ashamed of. 
 

The book of Isaiah speaks of that place of rest and tranquility in the middle of a storm. Isaiah 28 speaks of 

coming judgment which is likened to a mighty destructive storm. In the middle of the chapter, like in the eye of a 

hurricane, is calm repose for those who are trusting in the stone laid in Zion. Then as you continue reading the 

judgment theme continues. 
 

Consider Isaiah 26:1–11 (Read)  
 

Isaiah 26:3-4  
3 You will keep in perfect peace  
          him whose mind is steadfast,  
          because he trusts in you.  
4 Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD, the LORD, is the Rock eternal. 
 

• Here is the idea of repose, a place of rest and quiet in a hurried and frantic world 
 

Consider Isaiah 30:15–16 
 

 Isaiah 30:15–16 
15 This is what the Sovereign LORD, the Holy One of Israel, says:  
 

   "In repentance and rest is your salvation,  
          in quietness and trust is your strength,  
          but you would have none of it.  
 
16 You said, 'No, we will flee on horses.'  
          Therefore you will flee!  
    You said, 'We will ride off on swift horses.'  
           Therefore your pursuers will be swift! 
 

• Here rest, quietness, and strength are offered, but it is rejected, and people hastily flee. 
 

Those who trust in Jesus, the ROCK, will not have to fear cowardice or shame. They are secure in Christ. 
When your life is built upon the rock you will not need to fear the coming day of judgment (Judgment Day - a 
missing note in preaching).  
 

The Apostles Creed 

• I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

• I believe in Jesus Christ, his son, our Lord . . .  

• I believe in the Holy Spirit 
 

What is the last line in the section about Jesus in the Creed? Answer - “From there [ being ascended and 
sitting at the right hand of God the Father Almighty] he will come to judge the living and the dead.” 
 

Judgment Day is coming and the one who trusts in Christ need not panic, need not be agitated or disturbed, 
need not be ashamed – but stand before God in perfect peace and calm as he will stand there as the object of 
God’s love. 
 

Do you know Christ in this way? Do you know Him as your ROCK and Savior? This God of love came into the 
world to save sinners, like you and me. Accept His offer of forgiveness and be reconciled to God. 
 
How are we to cultivate this rest? It is found in faith and faith comes from hearing the Word of God. Therefore, 
we need a daily time of quiet where we might read God’s Word (the Bible) and talk to Him in payer. We all 
need to get to know our God, this solid ROCK, better. 
  


