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THE STUMBLING STONE 
(Romans 9:30–10:4) 
 

Last Sunday, was like a fly over of chapters 9 and 10 of Paul’s epistle to the 

Romans. As you may recall the big question in view in this section of Romans was, 

“Did God’s plan fail?”  
 

Since Pentecost, the nations were streaming into to church. In those apostolic days 

it was a revival time. Yes, people from every nation, tongue, and tribe were coming 

to Christ in droves except one nation, the nation Israel. The Jewish people were not just indifferent to Jesus, 

they were hostile! The outpouring of the Spirit was foretold by Joel. What was happening during those days, the 

coming of the long-awaited Christ, His death, burial, and resurrection, the atonement, the giving of the Spirit, the 

in gathering of the nations were all prefigured and foretold. The words of the prophets were being fulfilled in their 

very day, yet the nation Israel, the LORD’s people, did not see it although everything was happening right before 

their noses. 
 

Did God’s plan fail? Paul wrote that it did not. First, because He had never intended that every son of Abraham 

would see it. Not all Israel was truly Israel. The blessings were for the children of promise, for Isaac and not 

Ishmael, for Jacob (Israel), and not Esau, not even all of Israel, as only a remnant would be saved.  
 

God is the One who gives eyes to see and ears to hear, and He does so because salvation is not based upon 

parentage or merit. God’s blessings come as a gift of grace – grace because no one deserves His mercy – a 

gift, because we cannot obtain salvation through our own efforts. We can only lay a hold of it by faith. This is the 

theme of Romans 9. 
 

Romans 10 lets us know that God did not fail. The failure was with all who fail to believe, whether Jews or non-

Jews. Today’s passage forms a bridge between Romans chapter 9 and 10. Romans 9:30–10:4 lets us know the 

reason the Jews failed to believe. They tripped on Christ. To them Christ was a stumbling stone. 
 

What does that mean? Have you ever tripped on something? What happens? What you trip on is in your path. 

Why do you trip over it? It is because you did not see it. Perhaps you were distracted. Perhaps you were busy 

with something else. You were preoccupied. So, one moment you are walking along and the next you are flat on 

your back. Today, we will look at what distracted them. It is a common distraction. 
 

Today, we are going to take a good look at that stumbling stone, the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the rock spoken of 

by Isaiah, in the Psalms, whom Jesus spoke of, whom Peter spoke of in the book of Acts and in his epistle, and 

Paul spoke of here. He is the stone that fells Nebuchadnezzar’s image in Daniel 2 and grows into a mighty 

mountain.  
 

For the Christian, Jesus is the solid rock. The Christian can sing,  
 

My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus blood and righteousness 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame 

But wholly lean on Jesus name 
 

On Christ, the solid rock I stand 

All other ground is sinking sand 

All other ground is sinking sand. 
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And hopefully all will understand clearly what Paul meant when he wrote, “Christ is the end of the law so that 

there may be righteousness for everyone who believes” (Romans 10:4). 
 

The Jews tripped over Christ in their zeal to keep God’s law, not realizing that the Christ was the end, the aim, 

that which the law of God sought to point them to. 
 

Our Passage 
 

Table 1. Romans 9:30–10:4 
 

30 What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not pursue 
righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith; 31 
but Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness, has not attained 
it. 32 Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith but as if it were 
by works. They stumbled over the "stumbling stone." 33 As it is 
written:  
 

          "See, I lay in Zion  
                    a stone that causes men to stumble  
                    and a rock that makes them fall,  
            and the one who trusts in him  
                    will never be put to shame." 
Chapter 10 
 
1 Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites 
is that they may be saved. 2 For I can testify about them that they 
are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge. 3 
Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God 
and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God's 
righteousness. 4 Christ is the end of the law so that there may be 
righteousness for everyone who believes. 
 

 
The Gentiles who were not pursuing 
righteousness obtained it (and salvation) 
 
Israel who were pursuing, fell short? 
Why? Because they looked in the wrong 
place – they looked to themselves 
 
[quoting both Isa 8:14 and Isa 28:16 ] 
They tripped over the rock – Jesus Christ 
  
He was the very thing they needed! 
 
 
 

They tripped over Christ, because though 
He was in their path, they did not see Him.  
 

They did not know that Jesus was the 
righteousness they needed.  
 

Christ is the end (aim) of the law. The law 
points to Christ 

 

Old Testament Texts: Isaiah and Psalms 
 

Table 2. Isaiah 8:13–15 
 
13 The LORD Almighty is the one you are to regard as holy, 
          he is the one you are to fear, 
          he is the one you are to dread,  
14 and he will be a sanctuary;  
          but for both houses of Israel  
          he will be a stone that causes men to stumble  
                   and a rock that makes them fall.  
   And for the people of Jerusalem  
          he will be a trap and a snare.  
15 Many of them will stumble;  
          they will fall and be broken,  
          they will be snared and captured." 
  

 
 
The LORD (Jehovah God, Almighty) will be 
the stumbling stone 
 
Jesus is the LORD (Jehovah) come to earth 
Jesus is God! 
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Table 3. Isaiah 28:16 
 

So this is what the Sovereign LORD says:  
 

"See, I lay a stone in Zion,  
          a tested stone,  
 a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation;  
          the one who trusts will never be dismayed.  
 

 

 

Table 4. Psalm 118:22–24 

 
22 The stone the builders rejected  
          has become the capstone;  
23 the LORD has done this,  
          and it is marvelous in our eyes.  
24 This is the day the LORD has made;  
          let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
 

 

 

 

 

James Montgomery Boice’s illustration – When the temple was 

built it was quarried off site. There was no noise of the chisel. 

Rocks where brought from the quarry to temple site and fitted. One 

rock was too big. It did not fit. So, it was set aside. When done tey 

realized they were missing a rock. They needed one for the 

capstone. So, they sent a message to the quarry. Answer – it was 

already sent. “The stone the builders rejected was the capstone.” 

 
James Montgomery Boice, Romans: Volume 3, God and History. (Grand Rapids: 

Baker Books, 1993), 1147–1148. 

 

 

 

 

Daniel 2 – Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream – The Rock that Breaks the Image 
 

Jesus the Rock 
 

 Matthew 16:13–19 13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who 
do people say the Son of Man is?"  
 

14 They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets."  
 
15 "But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?"  
 
16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."  
 
17 Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by 
my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you 
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." 
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Table 5. Christ in the Gospels [quoting Psalm 118:22] 

Matthew 21:33–42 Mark 12:1–12 Luke 20:9–19 
 

The parable of the tenants 
(Matt 21:33-41) 
 
42 Jesus said to them,  
 
 

     Have you never read in the 
     Scriptures:  
 

     The stone the builders rejected 
           has become the capstone; 
     the Lord has done this,  
          and it is marvelous in our 
           eyes'? 
 

 

The parable of the tenants 
(Mark 12:1–9) 
 

 
 
 

  10 Haven’t you read this 
     scripture:  
 

     The stone the builders rejected 
           has become the capstone; 
     the Lord has done this,  
          and it is marvelous in our 
           eyes'? 
 

 

The parable of the tenants 
(Luke 20:9–16) 
 
17 Jesus looked directly at them  
    and asked,  
 

     Then what is the meaning of 
      that which is written:  
 

     The stone the builders rejected  
          has become the capstone ?  
 

18 Everyone who falls on that stone 
          will be broken to pieces,  
    but he on whom it falls  
          will be crushed. 
 

 

Table 6. Peter in Acts 4:8–12 
 
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: "Rulers 
and elders of the people! 9 If we are being called to account 
today for an act of kindness shown to a cripple and are asked 
how he was healed, 10 then know this, you and all the people 
of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom 
you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this 
man stands before you healed. 11 He is  
 

          " 'the stone you builders rejected,  
                which has become the capstone. '  
 
12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given to men by which we must be saved."  
 

 
Peter quotes Christ 
 
 
 
 
 
[quoting Psalm 118:22] 
 
 Isaiah 43:10–11 10 "You are my witnesses," 
declares the LORD, "and my servant whom I have 
chosen, so that you may know and believe me and 
understand that I am he. Before me no god was 
formed, nor will there be one after me. 11 I, even I, 
am the LORD, and apart from me there is no 
savior. 
  

 

Table 7. 1 Peter 2:4–10 

 
4 As you come to him, the living Stone--rejected by men but 
chosen by God and precious to him-- 5 you also, like living 
stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy 
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture it says:  
 

          "See, I lay a stone in Zion,  
                a chosen and precious cornerstone,  
           and the one who trusts in him  
               will never be put to shame."  
 

7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those 
who do not believe,  
 

 
Peter here quotes all three OT passages 
 
 
 
 

 
[quoting Isa 28:16] 
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Table 7: 1 Peter 2:4–10, Continued 
 

         "The stone the builders rejected  
                has become the capstone, "  
 

8 and,  
          "A stone that causes men to stumble  
               and a rock that makes them fall."  
 

They stumble because they disobey the message--which is 
also what they were destined for. 
 

 9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the 
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you 
are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but 
now you have received mercy 
 

 

[quoting Psalm 118:22] 
 
 

 
[quoting Isa 8:14] 
 
 
This is the argument of Romans 10 & 9 

• Disobedience (Rom 10) 

• Destined / Election theme (Rom 9) 
 

However, we, those who believe, are the 
people of God 
 
 

 

An important note on how to rightly interpret the Bible 
 

LET THE BIBLE TEACH YOU HOW TO INTERPRET THE BIBLE! 
 

Jesus is the LORD (Jehovah) and He is the rock. He is the stone of stumbling to those who have rejected Him. 

To the Christian He is precious. 

• Jesus is the solid rock – but is He really a rock? Is He a talking rock? 

• Jesus is the lamb of God (John) – in Revelation He is the lamb on the throne. Is Jesus really a lamb? Is 

He a talking lamb? 
 

It is all figurative language! 
 

In the end times the LORD will rebuild the temple for the Jews. According to 1 Peter the temple is being built. 

Stones are not being laid up in Jerusalem to do it. It is being built here in Galway and all over the world. You and 

I, if we are Christians, are being built as the temple for the Jews who have yet to believe worship in. The temple 

is the church! 
 

The book of Revelation is too often wrongly interpreted in a woodenly literal way. LET THE BIBLE TEACH YOU 

HOW TO INTERPRET THE BIBLE! In Revelation 9 it speaks of locusts that come out of the pit, with “tails and 

stings like scorpions” (Rev 9:10) and “the sound of their wings was like the thundering of many horses and 

chariots rushing into battle” (Rev 9:9). I have heard Bible interpreters say these are helicopters with a tail gunner. 

I have heard because of the mark of the beast 666 Nero was the anti-Christ, Hitler was the anti-Christ, Henry 

Kissinger (this dates me) was the anti-Christ. The mark of the beast is a micro- chip – you will not be able to buy 

or sell without it. The book of Revelation paints the future with broad strokes. It is for the church of all ages under 

persecution starting with the days of the apostle John. The mark of the beast for early Christians would have 

been to bow down before Caesar and have to say Caesar is Lord. The mark of the beast was easily identifiable 

to my dental hygienist, a Christian born in Russia under Communism with its persecution of the church. She told 

me that Christians were deprived of economic advantages.  If you would just identify as a communist and turn 

your back on Christianity all would be okay. Be careful not to read into Revelation what is not said,. 
 

Romans and the nation of Israel? Ethnic Israel is being addressed. To the question, are you Jewish? It must 

be qualified. What do you mean? A Jew by race or a Jew by religion. The promises to the true son of Abraham 

are being fulfilled in the church, which the nations (Gentiles) have been brought into. 


