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The Mystery of  

Divine Sovereignty and 

Human Responsibility 
(Romans 9–10) 
 

In The American Puritans: Their Prose and Poetry, the following was 

written about The Day of Doom by Michael Wigglesworth (1631–1705),  
 

“Eighteen hundred copies were printed at Cambridge in 1662, and not one 

survives: they were read to pieces. The work was many times reprinted, 

and may be said to be the first American best seller, to be replaced a century later with, interestingly 

enough, Benjamin Franklin’s, The Way to Wealth.” 1 

The book is a lengthy poem about the coming Day of Judgment when all mankind will stand before God when 

they will be called upon to give an account of the life they lived. In a popular easy to be understood way, Rev. 

Wigglesworth gives the excuses people will give. One of them will be – I wasn’t one of the elect! Wigglesworth’s 

poetic reply was to ask them how they knew they were not the elect? Why didn’t they respond to the gospel? 

Why did they not come to Christ? He states: 
 

                     151 

You, sinful Crew, no other knew 

 but you might be elect; 

Why did you then your selves condemn? 

 why did you me reject? 

Where was your strife to gain that life 

  which lasteth evermore? 

You never knock’d, yet say God lock’d 

 against you Heav’ns door 
 

                    153b 

Not for his CAN is any man 

 adjudged unto Hell: 

But for his WILL to do what’s ill, 

 and nilling to do well.2 
 

He is saying not to worry about if you are elect, just believe. Why don’t people believe? It is not because they 

can’t, it is because they won’t. This is Calvinism, pure and simple, with a free offer of the gospel to all, and all 

are held responsible for their choice. 

 

 

 

Sermon handout: Bible Baptist Church of Galway, Galway, NY, Pastor Wayne R. Brandow, May 31, 2020 

 
1 The American Puritans: Their Prose and Poetry. Edited by Perry Miller. Garden City, NY: Anchor Books, 1956), 282. 
 
2 Michael Wigglesworth, The Day of Doom in Colonial American Writing, Edited by Roy Harvey Pearce (New York: Holt Rhinehart & 
Winston, 1950), 276. 
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It has been nearly three months, since we were in the book of Romans. Today, we resume the study. We left off 

finishing chapter 9 in Romans, which was about election and God’s sovereignty. After a brief review to refresh 

your mind, we will see that Paul takes us to human responsibility. It is incumbent upon all to repent and believe. 

How does one reconcile these two concepts? This, my friend, is the question that naturally arises when Romans 

9 and 10 are read and will be the theme of today’s message. 

 

Romans 9 – Election and Divine Sovereignty 
 

This will be brief, but we all need to be refreshed as to the contents of Romans chapter 9. 

 

Table 1, Romans 9  
 
1 I speak the truth in Christ--I am not lying, my conscience 
confirms it in the Holy Spirit-- 2 I have great sorrow and 
unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself 
were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, 
those of my own race, 4 the people of Israel. Theirs is the 
adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the 
receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. 5 
Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human 
ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised! Amen.  
 

6 It is not as though God's word had failed. For not all who are 
descended from Israel are Israel. 7 Nor because they are his 
descendants are they all Abraham's children. On the contrary, 
"It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned." 8 In 
other words, it is not the natural children who are God's 
children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded 
as Abraham's offspring. 9 For this was how the promise was 
stated: "At the appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have 
a son."  
 

10 Not only that, but Rebekah's children had one and the same 
father, our father Isaac. 11 Yet, before the twins were born or 
had done anything good or bad--in order that God's purpose 
in election might stand: 12 not by works but by him who calls--
she was told, "The older will serve the younger." 13 Just as it is 
written: "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated."  
 

14 What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! 15 For he 
says to Moses,  
          "I will have mercy  
                     on whom I have mercy,  
          and I will have compassion  
                    on whom I have compassion."  
 

16 It does not, therefore, depend on man's desire or effort, but 
on God's mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: "I raised 
you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power in 
you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth." 18 
Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, 
and he hardens whom he wants to harden.  
 

 
Paul expresses his deep concern for his 
fellow Jewish kinsmen who have rejected 
Christ 
 
God has blessed them as a nation. They 
have had abundant privileges, even the 
Scriptures which point to Christ 
 
 
 
Why is it they have come up short? Did God 
fail? Didn’t God promise to bless Abraham’s 
seed?  
 
Answer – yes, but not all his offspring 
Cases in point: 1) Ishmael 2) Esau 
 
 
 
Jacob I loved, Esau, I hated (hyperbole) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some are outside of the blessing, is that 
fair? 
 
Fairness would mean none would be 
chosen. Election is based not on merit, but 
undeserved mercy.  
 
Notice the stress here on mercy! 
Verses 15, 16 and 18. 
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Table 1. Romans 9, Continued 
 

19 One of you will say to me: "Then why does God still blame 
us? For who resists his will?" 20 But who are you, O man, to talk 
back to God? "Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, 
'Why did you make me like this?' " 21 Does not the potter have 
the right to make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for 
noble purposes and some for common use?  
 

22 What if God, choosing to show his wrath and make his power 
known, bore with great patience the objects of his wrath--
prepared for destruction? 23 What if he did this to make the 
riches of his glory known to the objects of his mercy, whom he 
prepared in advance for glory-- 24 even us, whom he also called, 
not only from the Jews but also from the Gentiles? 25 As he says 
in Hosea:  
          "I will call them 'my people'  
                    who are not my people;  
           and I will call her 'my loved one'  
                    who is not my loved one,"  
26 and,  
          "It will happen that in the very place where it was said to 
           them,  
                    'You are not my people,'  
           they will be called 'sons of the living God.' "  
 

27 Isaiah cries out concerning Israel:  
          "Though the number of the Israelites be like the sand by 
            the sea,  
                    only the remnant will be saved.  
28          For the Lord will carry out his sentence on earth  
                    with speed and finality."  
 

29 It is just as Isaiah said previously:  
          "Unless the Lord Almighty had left us descendants,  
                    we would have become like Sodom,  
                    we would have been like Gomorrah."  
 
30 What then shall we say? That the Gentiles, who did not 
pursue righteousness, have obtained it, a righteousness that is 
by faith; 31 but Israel, who pursued a law of righteousness, has 
not attained it. 32 Why not? Because they pursued it not by faith 
but as if it were by works. They stumbled over the "stumbling 
stone." 33 As it is written:  

 

          "See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes men to stumble 
                     and a rock that makes them fall,  
           and the one who trusts in him  
                    will never be put to shame." 
 

 
If God has not been merciful to some how 
can he blame them for the way they are? 
 
 
 
Answer – God has a right to demonstrate 
that He is just.  
 
Statue of justice – has a scale, is 
blindfolded, and carries a sword. Justice 
implies judgment for wrongdoers. 
 
Major point – election is based on love and 
mercy. 
 
Election is about mercy and that the 
Gentiles have been chosen to receive 
mercy, highlights God’s mercy. 
 
God was not taken by surprise by Israel’s 
rejection of Christ. The Gentiles acceptance 
of Christ was foretold in  
 

• Verse 25 – Hosea 2:23 

• Verse 26 – Hosea 1:10 
 
Only a remnant (of the Jews will be saved)  

• Verse 27, 28 – Isaiah 10:22,23 

• Verse 29 – Isaiah 1:9 
 
 
 
 
 
Israel’s problem – tried to be right with God 
by keeping the Mosaic law  

• They needed a God given 
righteousness received by faith 

• Instead they tried to be righteous 
through their own efforts 

 
Christ would be a stumbling stone for them 

• Verse 33 – Isaiah 8:14; 28:16 

 

Jews were like slum kids refusing a day at the shore because they are busy playing in the city street in the 

mud. The LORD is offering them a righteousness far superior than they could drum up on their own. They have 

no idea what God desires to give them through Christ. 
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Romans 10 – Human Responsibility 
 

Table 2. Romans 10:1–18 
 

1 Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for the Israelites 
is that they may be saved. 2 For I can testify about them that 
they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on 
knowledge. 3 Since they did not know the righteousness that 
comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not 
submit to God's righteousness. 4 Christ is the end of the law so 
that there may be righteousness for everyone who believes.  
 
5 Moses describes in this way the righteousness that is by the 
law: "The man who does these things will live by them." 6 But 
the righteousness that is by faith says: "Do not say in your 
heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?' " (that is, to bring Christ 
down) 7 "or 'Who will descend into the deep?' " (that is, to bring 
Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? "The word is 
near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart," that is, the word 
of faith we are proclaiming: 9 That if you confess with your 
mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your 
heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth 
that you confess and are saved. 11 As the Scripture says, 
"Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame." 12 For 
there is no difference between Jew and Gentile--the same Lord 
is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for, 
"Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."  
 
 
 
 
14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed 
in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not 
heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to 
them? 15 And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it 
is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good 
news!"  
 
16 But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah 
says, "Lord, who has believed our message?" 17 Consequently, 
faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is 
heard through the word of Christ. 18 But I ask: Did they not hear? 
Of course they did: "Their voice has gone out into all the earth, 
their words to the ends of the world.” 
 

 
Paul speaks of the religious but misguided 
zeal of those he loves. 
 
It is all about a righteousness that God 
seeks to clothe them in. 
 
The gift of righteousness that comes 
through Christ is the heart of the gospel. 
 
(Deuteronomy 30:14) Whoever does these 
things, will live by them 
 
All they need do is receive it by faith. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Isaiah 28:16) trust, will never be put to 
shame 
 

Salvation is offered to Jew and Gentile 
alike. 
 

"Everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved” (Joel 2:32) 
 
 
 
 
 
(Isaiah 52:7) the beautiful feet that brings 
good news 
 
 

(Isaiah 53:1) who has believed our report? 
 
 
 
(Psalm 19:4) voice has gone out 
 

This is an OT saturated passage! 
 

It is about the importance of believing in 
Christ! 
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The Mystery of God’s Dealings with Man 
 

There you have it – Romans 9 – Election and Sovereignty, Romans 10 – Man’s responsibility to believe 
 

On Oct 24, 1959 J. I. Packer gave some addresses at a pre-missions’ conference in London that finally made 

their way into a book published by InterVarsity Press in 1961. It is a classic and the title is, Evangelism and the 

Sovereignty of God.3 I am going to close with a few of his observations on this topic which corresponds with 

the theme of Romans 9–10.  
 

As Christians, we believe in the sovereignty of God – that is why we pray. 
 

As Christians we all believe in the sovereignty of God when it comes to our own salvation. 

• We do not think it was just chance that we heard the gospel and how our conversion came about. 

• We talk about what the Lord did to save us 

• Although the act of faith was something we did, that act does not mean we saved ourselves. We 

attribute salvation to God. It never would occur to you that you saved yourself. 
 

As Christians we all believe in the sovereignty of God when it comes to the salvation of others 

• We pray that God would open their eyes that they might see their need of Christ and embrace Him as 

their savior.  
 

SO – We believe that God works, but that each person must believe. How can we reconcile it?  

Answer – we must embrace the mystery! 
 

If we knew everything, we would be like God. Our knowledge is limited. We only know what God has revealed. 

We know God’s sovereignty is true, and we know that we have a duty to believe. The inability to connect all the 

dots is mystery on our part – only God has perfect knowledge.  We have a God bigger than us, than our own 

intellect and understanding. Let God be God. Let Him reveal to us what He wants. Embrace the limitation. 

Embrace the mystery! 
 

God is king – He rules over all. God is judge – He holds us accountable. The preacher of the gospel, the Word 

of God are His instruments, but they are in His hand. May He be praised.! 
 

Knowing that God is in control, it gives us staying power – the battle is the LORD’s, we just need to be faithful. 

If we sow the seed, He will give the increase.  [SHARE THE GOOD NEWS TO BE BELIEVED!] 

 
 

To follow the present NY State guidelines, this is what we will be doing for the safety of all: 
 

TEN OR LESS - We will be meeting inside the meetinghouse if there are ten or less. Seating has been marked 
off and all who come inside will be required to wear a mask. The sanctuary is spacious and can easily 
accommodate 200. You will be safe inside with just ten.  
 

MORE THAN TEN - If there are more than ten, we will have an outdoor service. Pastor will preach from the 
front deck of the building, so bring a lawn chair or use a chair from the meetinghouse and sit on the front lawn 
six feet apart from others whom you had not been sequestered with at home. (Couples and families will be 
able to sit together).  You must wear a mask when you come, and set up and when you leave, but once you 
are seated outside six feet apart from others you may remove your mask during the service. Lord willing, this 
sermon will be pre-recorded and placed on the church website at galwaybaptist.com 

 

 
33 J.I. Packer. Evangelism & the Sovereignty of God. (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1961)11–27. 


