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The Battle Is the Lord’s 
(Philippians chapter 3) 
 

In the past two messages we have been looking at 

military imagery in Philippians while giving an 

overview of each chapter. The citizens of Philippi 

were granted Roman citizenship, as a result there 

was a great loyalty to Rome. Soldiers from the 

Roman legions would retire there. It is interesting 

that Paul speaks about the Christian being a citizen 

in two verses: Philippians 1:27 (the underlying 

Greek word) and Philippians 3:20. The populace 

took pride in their Roman citizenship in a distant city, 

Rome. Christians, on the other hand rejoice in a 

different distant city, they are citizens of heaven. 

Reminding ourselves of what camp we are in, and 

who the enemy is, gives Christians a much needed perspective on the struggles which we face in life. 
 

 As far as military themes, we have talked about the need for courage in chapter I, the need for loyalty and 

working together as a unit in chapter 2. Coming now to Philippians chapter 3, we discover the place that the Lord 

Jesus Christ has in the spiritual warfare.  
 

We look to Him for salvation (Phil 3:1–11) 
 

We look to Him for strength (Phil 3:12–16) 
 

We look to Him as our Sovereign (Phil 3:17–4:1) 
 

In the spiritual battle, Christians are to fight for God and country (i.e. – Christ and the Kingdom of Heaven). In 

the battle, the Lord will not only equip us, but He will also empower us. We have everything we need to wage a 

good warfare. 
 

The world, the flesh, and the devil can prove to be formidable enemies to our soul; however, standing firm and 

pressing on are doable for those who trust in God. Are you getting weary in well doing? Does it seem like the 

struggle drags on and on with no end in sight? Here is a message for you.  

 

We look to Him for salvation (Phil 3:1–11) 
 

Table 1. Philippians 3:1–11 
 

1 Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord! It is no trouble for me to 
write the same things to you again, and it is a safeguard for you.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As to the missionary report in the last 
chapter – I am doing well, and I want you 
to know that Epaphroditus is back to good 
health. He is coming and hopefully 
Timothy and I will come later – so rejoice 
in the LORD. 
 

I have a few things to write to you for your 
safety 
 

 

Sermon handout: Bible Baptist Church of Galway, Galway, NY, Pastor Wayne R. Brandow, May 17, 2020 



2 
 

Table 1. Continued 
 

2 Watch out for those dogs, those men who do evil, those 
mutilators of the flesh. 3 For it is we who are the circumcision, we 
who worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in Christ Jesus, and 
who put no confidence in the flesh-- 4 though I myself have 
reasons for such confidence.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, 
I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to 
the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for 
legalistic righteousness, faultless.  
 
7 But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of 
Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to 
the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 
whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I 
may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness 
of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith 
in Christ--the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 
10 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the 
fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his 
death, 11 and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the 
dead.  
 

 

Threefold warning 

• Watch out for those dogs 

• Watch out for those evil doers 

• Watch out for those mutilators 
 

We, Christians are the true circumcision 
[We do not cut off the foreskin. We 
remove fleshly desires through the Spirit 
of God] 
 

We glory in Christ Jesus 
[Not our efforts at law keeping] 
 

We put no confidence in the flesh  
 
 
Paul has been there and done that  
 
 
 
 
 
It did not work! It was a waste of time! 
It was a loss! 
 

The only way to righteousness is through 
Christ. 
 

We need a God-given righteousness 
(Christ’s righteousness) that comes by 
faith and not law keeping 
 

Paul is looking forward to the power of the 
resurrection (in this life and at death) 
 
It is not “when you are dead, you are 
dead” with Paul. Death is the threshold to 
a new resurrected life. 
 

“Salvation comes from the LORD” (Jonah 
2:8) 
 

 

When people mess up the gospel (the good news of salvation) Paul gets angry (Phil 3:2) See also Galatians 

1:6–9. 
6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of Christ and are 

turning to a different gospel-- 7 which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you 

into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven 

should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned! 9 As we 

have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you 

accepted, let him be eternally condemned! (Gal 1:6–9) 
 

The good news is that although no one is good enough to go to heaven (our feeble attempts at goodness will 

not make us right with God), Christ’s goodness is good enough and He paid the debt of our sins through His 
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death upon the cross. He offers forgiveness and life eternal to those who confess and forsake their sins and 

freely embrace Him as their Savior. Now that is good news to sinners like you and me! 
 

We look to Him for strength (Phil 3:12–16) 
 

Table 2. Philippians 3:12–16 
 
12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been 
made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ 
Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to 
have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind 
and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal 
to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ 
Jesus.  
 

15 All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. And 
if on some point you think differently, that too God will make clear 
to you. 16 Only let us live up to what we have already attained.  
 

 
Here Paul likens the Christian life to a 
race.  
 
He hasn’t crossed the finish line but he is 
striving for it. 
 
 
We should all have the same mindset 
here as Paul. If we do not, if you don’t see 
this yet, then put into practice what you 
know presently. God will in time make it 
clear to all. 
 

 

A. God will help us in the struggle of living. 
There is a lot here in this passage. Paul presses on because Christ Jesus took hold of him. God helps us in this 

race called life.  
 

Philippians 2:12–13 12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed--not only in my presence, 

but now much more in my absence--continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it 

is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose. 
 

What does God work in us? He gives us the will (desire) and the ability to act (to do) His good pleasure and what 

he desires for us is always the best for us in the long run. The LORD gives us needed strength to face the 

challenges that cross our path. In the next chapter of Philippians, Paul wrote, “I can do everything through him 

who gives me strength” (Phil 4:13). 
 

B. The goal, the prize for which we strive is not here in this life, but in the life to come 
 

That means in this life perfection can not be found. There is no such thing as perfect obedience, apart from 

Christ, on this side of heaven.  

• Therefore, we can rejoice in God’s grace 

• We will fall, but that is to be expected. Just do not stay down. Confess your sin, get up and continue the 

race. Each new year, each new day, each new hour can be a new beginning. Our failures do not diminish 

the love God has for us. He sees our frame. We are but dust. However, we are greatly loved dust! 

• That we all fall short, ought to help us be more understanding and compassionate to others who fall 

down.  We are all a mess; yet we are all treasured by God. 
 

C. Where does the strength come for the seemingly impossible tasks 

• With God nothing is impossible (Matthew 19:26) 
 

D. This is not all, just grin and bear it, endure the drudgery, counsel  
 

Both Paul and the Philippians are suffering persecution. So, in their case there is the element of endurance. 

However, running a race does not have to be joyless. People enjoy running. They feel good. They like the 
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challenge. My nephew ran cross-country in high school and college and loved running. Paul’s running metaphor 

is joy filled. Next week will address the issue of attitude, especially joy in the closing chapter of Philippians. 
 

We look to Him as our Sovereign (Phil 3:17–4:1) 
 

Table 3. Philippians 3:16–4:1 
 
17 Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take 
note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you. 18 
For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with 
tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny 
is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their 
shame. Their mind is on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in 
heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables him to bring everything 
under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will 
be like his glorious body. 
 
4:1 Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy 
and crown, that is how you should stand firm in the Lord, dear 
friends!  
 

 
Paul tells us to follow his example (He has 
his eye on the prize – to live to bring glory 
to God. Do you? 
 
Unfortunately, too many have their eyes 
upon themselves and what they want. 
 
 Do not get too comfortable here on earth. 
As a Christian heaven is your home. Our 
citizenship is in heaven. 
 
We await Jesus – our Savior and Lord! 
 
Therefore – stand firm! 
 

 

This last section had a foreboding part.  
 

17 Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to the 

pattern we gave you. 18 For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many 

live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their 

glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things.  (Phil 3:17–19) 

 

Paul says this with TEARS. He displays his emotions for all to see. This grieves Paul. What troubles him so? It 

is that the good things of this world can displace one’s heart from God.  It is okay to enjoy the gift, but we must 

always love the giver, our God, above all. This world is not our home. We are just passing through. Our citizenship 

is in heaven. 

 

In closing we are engaged in a spiritual battle with the world, the flesh and the devil. We need courage, we need 

to work together with our brothers and sisters in Christ and we must never forget that the battle is the Lord’s. He 

is our Savior, our Strength, and our Sovereign. 


