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Babylon Has Fallen! 
(Revelation 18) 
 

In the past messages about the Covid19 pandemic, the 

focus has been upon what to pray for and to encourage 

each and everyone hearing them that we need not fear as 

we have a good God who delights in His people. He 

doesn’t promise us that life would be without difficulties; 

however, He promises to be with us in them.  
 

I had mentioned in the first message, that when difficulty 
comes into our lives, such is not by chance. We have a good God who has allowed it, and he will weave even 
the dark strands of our life into a beautiful tapestry. While in the process and painful episodes come, such as 
suffering, loss, and grief, it is easy to question the goodness of God. If God is so good and so powerful, why 
is there so much evil and suffering in the world? Part of the answer is the last chapter has not been written 
yet. We are amid a tale being told. When the last chapter is written, God will judge the world and evil and 
evildoers will be eradicated forever. The very people who question God’s goodness, scoff at the idea of 
coming judgment. Once the apocalyptic day of judgment comes and the dust settles, the Lord will take His 
people to a new heavens and a new earth where there will be no more pain, no more sorrow. This present 
earthly existence is but the front porch. Once the door is opened to eternity in the world to come, as the Bible 
says, “our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us” (Romans 
8:18). 
 

So, on this side of eternity, when God interrupts the normal rhythm of our life with a crisis. We need to ask, Is 

He seeking to teach us something? In this sermon, one lesson we can glean from the events of our lives 

during this world-wide crisis will be considered. 
 

If there is one lesson to be learned from the Covid19 crisis, it is how fast an economy can take a turn for the 

worse. I am praying, with all Americans and people world-wide, that we will have a rapid recovery after it is 

safe to come out of our homes and seek to resume some sense of normalcy. Did you know that the Bible 

speaks about a coming great economic collapse of a world power named Babylon and its devastating impact 

upon the world’s economy? This is described in Revelation chapter 18.  
 

I am not a doomsday prophet saying that the current situation is a fulfilment of that prophecy or that America 

is Babylon. There are some aspects of Babylon that are not true of America at present, particularly a hostility 

against Christians that is manifested in a desire to eradicate Christians. Babylon is viewed as a harlot 

immorally seducing the nations and becoming intoxicated with the blood of the saints. However, that does not 

mean a day of persecution could not come. 
 

Perhaps it will be like the Holocaust, which is truly a frightening thought. The Jewish people in Germany and 

German occupied territories were systematically exterminated by a highly civilized and educated people. 

Jewish professionals such as, teachers, lawyers, doctors, scientists, authors, rabbis, and those of other 

vocations lived comfortable lives just like their neighbors. What happened to them was not only horrifying but 

unthinkable by the average person. 
 

We should not think that events that have happened before could never occur in our socially “refined” and 

tolerant America toward people of faith, whether they be Jewish, Muslim, or Christian. Listen to the political 

discourse on the news broadcasts, and it becomes apparent that, all too often, divergent views are not 

tolerated, by those who are self-declared champions of tolerance. We are living in a post-Christian world,  
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here, in the developed Western Civilization, where the Christian faith is becoming more and more 

marginalized.  
 

So, today we will look at Babylon, and what the Bible says about its future demise. Babylon, not so much as 

a city, but a mindset, is still around today. Perhaps what was spoken about as future will be realized in our 

own lifetime. Therefore, the Covid19 pandemic and its economic ramifications, no doubt, will make the 

prophecy of things to come appear to have a ring of truth, even to the skeptical mind.  
 

Our approach to this topic will speak of the three distinct periods of time that Babylon surfaces in the Biblical 

narrative (Genesis 11, the tower of Babel; Daniel 1–4, Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylon; and Revelation 17–18, 

the apocalyptic vision of the Apostle John in Revelation). A common theme in all the Babylonian passages is 

man’s pride in his achievements apart from God. Its focus is man, unlike the Christian who lives a God-

centered life. Babylon celebrates a life without God and all that can be accomplished without God’s aid. 

Religion may be professed to appease the religious among them, but that does not mean it is believed 

wholeheartedly. Characteristic of Babylon is a tooth and claw climb to the top, for power, wealth, and pleasure. 
 

1. The Three Babylonian Portrayal  
     

a. The Tower of Babel (Gen 11) 
 

Table 1. Genesis 11:1–9 
 

1 Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. 
2 As men moved eastward, they found a plain in Shinar and 
settled there.  
 

3 They said to each other, "Come, let's make bricks and bake 
them thoroughly." They used brick instead of stone, and tar for 
mortar. 4 Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, with 
a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a 
name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the 
whole earth."  
 

5 But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower that the 
men were building. 6 The LORD said, "If as one people speaking 
the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they 
plan to do will be impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go down 
and confuse their language so they will not understand each 
other."  
 

8 So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and 
they stopped building the city. 9 That is why it was called Babel--
because there the LORD confused the language of the whole 
world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the 
whole earth.  
 

 
One 
language. 
 
 
 
Build a city 
with a tower 
that reaches 
to the 
heavens 
 

• To make a name for ourselves 
 

The LORD confounded their language 
 

• The LORD pointed out their 
ingenuity and creative ability 

 

verse 6 – “nothing they plan to do will 
be impossible for them” 
 

• They were scattered into 
nations 
 

• Called Babel 
 

 

Motive of those building the tower of Babel – to make a name for “themselves”.” God separated them by 

confounding the language. The tongues of Pentecost (Acts 2) brought people together to help them in 

promoting not their glory, but the glory of God.  
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b. Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylon (Dan 4) 

 

The most heartbreaking event in the Old Testament was the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC and the 

people taken in captivity to Babylon. The book of Daniel gives a glimpse of life in Babylon for the Jews. In 

Daniel 4, Nebuchadnezzar boasts to Daniel about all that he accomplished. Do you see the common element 

with the tower of Babel? Pride in human achievement without the LORD, the True and Living God. One of the 

seven wonders of the ancient world was the hanging gardens of Babylon. An architectural wonder of terraced 

gardens, a tower like structure (reaching towards heaven?)  

 

Nebuchadnezzar was an egocentric monarch. He had a dream of a great tree being cut down with the 

remaining stump being chained in the grass of the field to be drenched with dew from heaven and living 

among animals. Daniel interpreted the dream as referring to Nebuchadnezzar. In Daniel 4:22, Daniel says to 

the king, “You, O King, are that tree! You have become great and strong; your greatness has grown until it 

reaches the sky, and your dominion extends to distant parts of the earth.” Daniel goes on to say that the king 

will lose his mind and live among the beasts until he acknowledges “that the Most High [the LORD] is 

sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes” (Daniel 4:25).  

 

Here is what happened. 

 

Table 2. Daniel 4:28–37 

 
28 All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 Twelve months 
later, as the king was walking on the roof of the royal palace of 
Babylon, 30 he said, "Is not this the great Babylon I have built as 
the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my 
majesty?"  
 

31 The words were still on his lips when a voice came from 
heaven, "This is what is decreed for you, King Nebuchadnezzar: 
Your royal authority has been taken from you. 32 You will be 
driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you 
will eat grass like cattle. Seven times will pass by for you until you 
acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms 
of men and gives them to anyone he wishes."  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

33 Immediately what had been said about Nebuchadnezzar was 
fulfilled. He was driven away from people and ate grass like 
cattle. His body was drenched with the dew of heaven until his 
hair grew like the feathers of an eagle and his nails like the claws 
of a bird.  

 

• Nebuchadnezzar’s pride! 
 
"Is not this the great Babylon I have built 
as the royal residence, by my mighty 
power and for the glory of my majesty?"  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Nebuchadnezzar’s humbling 
 
Like the tower of Babel story. He was 
confounded. Not in his language but in 
his sanity. 
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Table 2. Daniel 4:28–37, Continued 
 

34 At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes 
toward heaven, and my sanity was restored. Then I praised the 
Most High; I honored and glorified him who lives forever. 
 

          His dominion is an eternal dominion;  
                    his kingdom endures from generation to generation. 
 

35       All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing.  
                    He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven  
                    and the peoples of the earth.  
 

          No one can hold back his hand or say to him:  
                    "What have you done?"  
 

36 At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and 
splendor were returned to me for the glory of my kingdom. My 
advisers and nobles sought me out, and I was restored to my 
throne and became even greater than before. 37 Now I, 
Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, 
because everything he does is right and all his ways are just. And 
those who walk in pride he is able to humble. 
 

 

• Nebuchadnezzar’s restoration 
 

Right thinking takes place when God 
gets the glory for all we do. 
 
 
What was the sin of our first parents in 
the Garden of Eden?  
 

Answer – They wanted to be like God. 
To live without any restrictions, and to 
do as they pleased. 
 

Satan continues to wage war against 
God by leading people to live 
independently of God, to ignore God, 
and to be their own god. 
 

• This is the tower of Babel. 
 

• This is the king of Babylon. 
 

• It is a mindset. 
 

 

c. The apocalyptic Babylon of the Apostle John’s vision in Revelation (Rev 18) 
 

In Revelation 17, using apocalyptic language (highly figurative, symbolic, to paint with broad strokes what is 

to come) a vision of the future triumph is portrayed.  
 

Babylon is pictured as a harlot. She seduces the nations with immorality. She promises the good life and 

represents an impregnable world power. Drunk on the blood of the saints, her hatred of the true God, the 

LORD, is evident. Like the tower of Babel and Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylon, pride in human accomplishment 

apart from God is clearly seen. She is an economic power and she falls in a day. 
 

2. The Fall of Babylon (Rev 18) 
 

Table 3. Revelation 18 
 
1 After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven. He had 
great authority, and the earth was illuminated by his splendor. 2 
With a mighty voice he shouted:  
 

          "Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great!  
                    She has become a home for demons  
           and a haunt for every evil spirit, 
                     a haunt for every unclean and detestable bird.  
 

3         For all the nations have drunk  
                    the maddening wine of her adulteries.  
          The kings of the earth committed adultery with her,  
                    and the merchants of the earth grew rich from her 
                    excessive luxuries."  
 

 
Angel announcement, 
 

BABYLON HAS FALLEN! 
 

 
 
 
 

• All the nations have drunk the 
wine of her adulteries 

 

• The merchants grew rich from 
her excessive luxuries 
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Table 3. Revelation 18, Continued 
 

4 Then I heard another voice from heaven say:  
    
          "Come out of her, my people,  
                    so that you will not share in her sins,  
                    so that you will not receive any of her plagues;  
5          for her sins are piled up to heaven,  
                    and God has remembered her crimes.  
6          Give back to her as she has given;  
                    pay her back double for what she has done.  
                    Mix her a double portion from her own cup.  
7          Give her as much torture and grief  
                    as the glory and luxury she gave herself.  
            In her heart she boasts,  
                    'I sit as queen; I am not a widow,  
                    and I will never mourn.'  
8         Therefore in one day her plagues will overtake her:  
                    death, mourning and famine.  
           She will be consumed by fire,  
                    for mighty is the Lord God who judges her. 
 

 9 "When the kings of the earth who committed adultery with her 
and shared her luxury see the smoke of her burning, they will weep 
and mourn over her. 10 Terrified at her torment, they will stand far 
off and cry:  
 

         " 'Woe! Woe, O great city,  
                    O Babylon, city of power!  
            In one hour your doom has come!'  
 

11 "The merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her 
because no one buys their cargoes any more-- 12 cargoes of gold, 
silver, precious stones and pearls; fine linen, purple, silk and 
scarlet cloth; every sort of citron wood, and articles of every kind 
made of ivory, costly wood, bronze, iron and marble; 13 cargoes of 
cinnamon and spice, of incense, myrrh and frankincense, of wine 
and olive oil, of fine flour and wheat; cattle and sheep; horses and 
carriages; and bodies and souls of men.  
 

14 "They will say, 'The fruit you longed for is gone from you. All 
your riches and splendor have vanished, never to be recovered.' 
15 The merchants who sold these things and gained their wealth 
from her will stand far off, terrified at her torment. They will weep 
and mourn 16 and cry out:  
 

         " 'Woe! Woe, O great city,  
                    dressed in fine linen, purple and scarlet, 
                    and glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls! 
 17        In one hour such great wealth has been brought to ruin!'  
 
 

 
Another voice from heaven 
 

• God’s people come out! 
 
 

• Babylon is going to be judged 
 

 
Sudden destruction – in one day! 
 
 
 
1. The kings of the earth wail 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. The merchants of the earth weep 
 

ECONOMIC COLLAPSE! 
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Table 3. Revelation 18, Continued 

 
"Every sea captain, and all who travel by ship, the sailors, and all 
who earn their living from the sea, will stand far off. 18 When they 
see the smoke of her burning, they will exclaim, 'Was there ever a 
city like this great city?' 19 They will throw dust on their heads, and 
with weeping and mourning cry out:  
 

         " 'Woe! Woe, O great city,  
                    where all who had ships on the sea  
                    became rich through her wealth!  
             In one hour she has been brought to ruin!  
20                   Rejoice over her, O heaven!  
                     Rejoice, saints and apostles and prophets!  
             God has judged her for the way she treated you.' "  
 

21 Then a mighty angel picked up a boulder the size of a large 
millstone and threw it into the sea, and said:  
 

          "With such violence  
                    the great city of Babylon will be thrown down,  
                    never to be found again.  
22        The music of harpists and musicians,  
                    flute players and trumpeters,  
                    will never be heard in you again.  
           No workman of any trade  
                    will ever be found in you again.  
           The sound of a millstone  
                    will never be heard in you again.  
23         The light of a lamp  
                    will never shine in you again.  
            The voice of bridegroom and bride  
                    will never be heard in you again.  
            Your merchants were the world's great men.  
                     By your magic spell all the nations were led astray.  
24        In her was found the blood of prophets and of the saints, 
                     and of all who have been killed on the earth."  
 

 
3. Sea captains cry out 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MILLSTONE THROWN IN SEA 
 

A picture of the end of Babylon 
 
 

The world system whose god is wealth 
and human achievement, sensuality 
and hatred of God comes to an end. 

 

3. What Are the People of God to Do? (from the three Babylonian portrayals) 
 

a. Called out of Babylon to be different as a witness for God (be a light) 
 

After the tower of Babel, God called Abraham to be the father of a new nation. They were to 

be a light to the world. 
 

b. Called to live peaceably, serve their neighbors, pray for their nation, even 

Babylon, as a witness for God (be a light) 
 

 Jeremiah in the OT and Paul in the NT had the same instruction 
 

Jeremiah 29:1–7 1 This is the text of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem 

to the surviving elders among the exiles and to the priests, the prophets and all the other people 

Nebuchadnezzar had carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 2 (This was after King 
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Jehoiachin and the queen mother, the court officials and the leaders of Judah and Jerusalem, 

the craftsmen and the artisans had gone into exile from Jerusalem.) 3 He entrusted the letter 

to Elasah son of Shaphan and to Gemariah son of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of Judah sent 

to King Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon. It said:  
 

4 This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile 

from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 "Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat 

what they produce. 6 Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and 

give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. 

Increase in number there; do not decrease. 7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of 

the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it 

prospers, you too will prosper."  
 

1 Timothy 2:1–2  1 I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving 
be made for everyone-- 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and 
quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 

 

c. Called to trust God and to deny self amid persecution, as a witness for God 

(be a light) 
 

Jesus spoke in the Sermon on the Mount what to do 

 

Matthew 5:11–16 11 "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say 
all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your 
reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 13 
"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 
It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 14 "You are the 
light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it 
under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In 
the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise 
your Father in heaven. 
 

4. The Best Is Yet to Come 
 

When judgment comes, it will come quickly. We have seen how life can change overnight through the Covid19 

pandemic. The rapid change we have seen is a reminder of a day to come. When the good God comes and 

deals with the unbelief and wickedness in the world. It will come swiftly to this world which has imbibed the 

Babylonian mindset with all its allurements.  

 

The glory of Babylon pales in insignificance compared to the coming glory (the True Light comes), and the 

darkness vanishes forever in a moment. 

 

God is the true light – that light which we are called to reflect. In that day, His glory will be revealed for all to 

see. He will right all wrongs and gather His children unto Himself, and we will be with Him for all eternity. 

 

 

 


