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GOD’S BLESSING 
(Numbers 6:22–27) 
 

O beautiful for spacious skies, 

For amber waves of grain.  

For purple mountain majesties 

Above the fruited plain 

America! America! 

God shed His grace on thee. 
 

Today, we will be looking at the blessing of God as seen in the blessing pronounced by the Aaronic priesthood, 

found in Numbers 6:22–27, upon the people of God in the Old Testament. It was a national blessing – one that 

was tied into a covenant that the LORD made with the nation Israel, which included both blessings and curses– 

blessings for covenant loyalty, and curses for covenant disloyalty. At its heart, this covenant arrangement was 

more than a political agreement between a Sovereign and His subjects. It was relational, and it was based upon 

mutual love and respect. It was somewhat more like a domestic arrangement between a husband and a wife, 

and a parent and child. God, in loyal love, like a husband, pledged to protect, provide for, and cherish his bride. 

He also was like a father to his children, in nurturing, teaching, and equipping them for life. Faithful love is not a 

theme that was first introduced by Jesus in the New Testament. God’s love was expressed in many Old 

Testament passages and Israel was to love the LORD their God with all their heart, soul, and might. 
 

In love, God would reward His people and many of those benefits were material and temporal (see Deuteronomy 

28) Think about that! God would bless his people with material objects. True piety is not ascetic and otherworldly 

but rejoices in and thanks God for His good gifts, including earthy good gifts, enjoying them, and using them for 

others. It was this wholesome view that was so much a part of the early New England work-ethic. Power and 

wealth, the fruit of their labors, were viewed as being God-given, and were to be enjoyed and used to serve 

others. Unfortunately, power and wealth, even in so called Christian nations, can be misused, and in love, like a 

good father, God disciplines wayward nations who forget God and replace Him with other lovers. 
 

Our puritan and pilgrim forefathers knew all about this and sought to create a society, the seedbed of our nation, 

based upon this Old Testament model. I cannot help but think that God’s blessing upon our nation was the result 

of the earnest labors and prayers of these forefather’s. 
 

Today we will examine a benediction that I pronounce upon our gathered church each week at the close of our 

worship. It is found in Numbers 6:24–26. 
 

May the LORD bless thee and keep thee. 

May the LORD make His face shine upon thee and be gracious to thee 

May the LORD lift up His countenance upon thee and give thee peace. Amen 
 

EXPLAINING THE PASSAGE 

1) The blessing is for nations and individuals 

2) The blessing is abundantly provided 

3) The threefold blessing is preservation, pardon, and peace 
 

APPLICATION 

1) All the Good We Receive in Life Comes from God 

2) The Good We Receive Is an Expression of God’s Delight in Us 

3) Our Greatest Good Is Not the Gift, but the Giver 
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EXPLAINING THE PASSAGE 
 

Chart 1. Numbers 6:22–27 
 

22 The LORD said to Moses,  
 

23     "Tell Aaron and his sons,  
 
               'This is how you are to bless the Israelites.  
                Say to them:  
 

24        " ' "The LORD bless you  
                        and keep you;  
 

25              the LORD make his face shine upon you  
                        and be gracious to you;  
 

26              the LORD turn his face toward you  
                        and give you peace." '  
 

27         "So they will put my name on the Israelites,  
                 and I will bless them."  
 

 
What the LORD told Moses to tell Aaron and his sons 
 
 
 
Instructions on how to pronounce a blessing upon 
Israel 

 
A three-fold blessing 

• Bless & keep you (preservation) 

• Make face shine on & be gracious (pardon) 

• Turn face toward you & give peace (peace) 

 
In pronouncing blessing, Aaron and his sons are 
placing the Lord’s name on them (the people belong 
to the LORD) 
 
The real blessing comes from the LORD. The priests 
just pronounce the blessing. 
 
I (the LORD) will bless them 

 

1) The blessing is for nations and individuals 
 

The blessing is pronounced upon the nation (“the Israelites” in Hebrew, “the sons of Israel’) 
 

The blessing is pronounced upon individuals (in corporate solidarity, and individual – “you” is singular in  

Hebrew, a refinement English does not bring out) 
 

The blessing is based upon the covenant God made with the nation (Abrahamic & Mosaic) the nature of which 

was relational. God pledged covenant loyalty to them He was to be their God and Israel (the seed of Abraham) 

was to be His people. Micah spoke of this. 
 

All the nations may walk  

in the name of their gods;  
 

we will walk  

in the name of the LORD our God  

for ever and ever. (Micah 4:5) 

 

Let’s look at the blessings of this covenant from a larger biblical context than just Numbers 6, in Deuteronomy 

28  
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Deuteronomy 28:1–14 1If you fully obey the LORD your God and carefully follow all his commands I give 
you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations on earth. 2 All these blessings will 
come upon you and accompany you if you obey the LORD your God:  
 

3 You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the country.  
 
4 The fruit of your womb will be blessed, and the crops of your land and the young of your livestock- 
-the calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks.  
 
5 Your basket and your kneading trough will be blessed.  
 
6 You will be blessed when you come in and blessed when you go out.  
 

7 The LORD will grant that the enemies who rise up against you will be defeated before you. They will 
come at you from one direction but flee from you in seven.  
 
8 The LORD will send a blessing on your barns and on everything you put your hand to. The LORD your 
God will bless you in the land he is giving you.  
 
9 The LORD will establish you as his holy people, as he promised you on oath, if you keep the commands 
of the LORD your God and walk in his ways. 10 Then all the peoples on earth will see that you are called 
by the name of the LORD, and they will fear you. 11 The LORD will grant you abundant prosperity--in the 
fruit of your womb, the young of your livestock and the crops of your ground--in the land he swore to your 
forefathers to give you. 
 

 12 The LORD will open the heavens, the storehouse of his bounty, to send rain on your land in season 
and to bless all the work of your hands. You will lend to many nations but will borrow from none. 13 The 
LORD will make you the head, not the tail. If you pay attention to the commands of the LORD your God 
that I give you this day and carefully follow them, you will always be at the top, never at the bottom. 14 Do 
not turn aside from any of the commands I give you today, to the right or to the left, following other gods 
and serving them. 
 

As you can see there is temporal and earthly blessing. It is okay to receive this good from God.  
 

Ecclesiastes 3:12–13 12 I know that there is nothing better for men than to be happy and do good while 
they live. 13 That everyone may eat and drink and find satisfaction in all his toil--this is the gift of God.  
 

However, this gift, this blessing from God comes from useful toil. Notice in Deuteronomy 28:8 “8 The LORD will 
send a blessing on your barns and on everything you put your hand to.” 
  

2) The blessing is abundantly provided 
 

It is not apparent in the English translation, but in the underlying Hebrew the three blessings expand as they 

progress. In notes in the Jewish Publication Society’s English translation of the TaNak (OT) they have the 

following note for this verse, “Each of the three parts is longer than the proceeding one, emphasizing the 

outflowing of the blessing hoped for.” 
 

You can hear this in my own translation of the Hebrew text 
 

The LORD will bless you and keep you (in Hebrew 3 words) 
 

The LORD will shine His face upon you and be gracious to you (in Hebrew 5 words) 
 

The LORD will lift up His face upon you and will put (bring about) peace to you (in Hebrew 7 words) 
 

The underlying word structure is expansive speaking of an abundance. It is more and more and more! There is 

no limit to the blessing that God can bestow. 



4 
 

3) The threefold blessing is preservation, pardon, and peace 
 

Chart 2. The Three-fold Blessing (an antidote to three needs) 
 

1) The LORD bless you  
                        and keep you  
 

 

Preservation–The LORD will give us what we need 
 

See Psalm 121 below 
 

The LORD provides and protects His people 
 

  
2) The LORD make his face shine upon you  
                        and be gracious to you 
 

 

Pardon–be gracious, forgive us our sins 
 

Face to shine upon us is an expression of love. The 
Lord delights in us. As a loving father’s face “lights up” 
at the sight of his little son. 
 

The LORD delights in His people 
 

 

3) The LORD turn his face toward you  
                        and give you peace 
 

 

Peace–The LORD’s look brings peace 
 

Turns His face to, i.e. He looks upon you and the look 
gives peace. 
 

There is the look of God that fills the heart with terror. 
This look gives peace. It is the look of love. 
 

The LORD is present with His people and is attentive 
to them 
 

 

Psalm 121:1–8  

1 A song of ascents. I lift up my eyes to the hills— 
where does my help come from?  

2 My help comes from the LORD,  
the Maker of heaven and earth. 

3 He will not let your foot slip— 
 he who watches over you will not slumber;  

4 indeed, he who watches over Israel  
will neither slumber nor sleep.  

5 The LORD watches over you— 
the LORD is your shade at your right hand;  

6 the sun will not harm you by day,  

nor the moon by night.  

7 The LORD will keep you from all harm— 

he will watch over your life;  

8 the LORD will watch over your coming and going  

both now and forevermore.  
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What do we discover here in this three-fold blessing? God is the greatest blessing. 

 

The last aspect of this passage is God’s description of what is happening when the blessing of the LORD is 

pronounced by Aaron and his sons. 

 

So, they will put my name on the Israelites,  

                 and I will bless them (Numbers 6:27) 

 

God’s people are named as belonging to him. Just as when I married Martha and entered into covenant with her 

(a relational covenant of loyalty) she received my name “Brandow” and all of our children received my name 

“Brandow,” they belong to me. I belong to them.  

 

APPLICATION 

 

1) All the Good We Receive in Life Comes from God 

 

2) The Good We Receive Is an Expression of God’s Delight in Us 

 

3) Our Greatest Good Is Not the Gift, but the Giver 
 

How does this relate to you and I? Each of us experience both good and bad in our lives. When all goes well, do 

you acknowledge God as the giver of every good gift? He fashions the opportunities that come your way 

(providence). He gives you the needed health and gifts.  
 

How did this relationship come to pass? It was the middle blessing. We received grace. It was through a pardon 

that we belong to God. Christ died for us and paid the penalty for our sins. The debt is paid, and we are not only 

forgiven but enter into a relationship with God.  
 

So, what is happening when I pray the biblical benediction over our little Galway flock. 
 

• I’m asking God to bless you, to provide for you and to protect you. 

• I’m asking God to delight in you and to be gracious to you as we are all sinners. 

• I’m asking God to make His presence known to you that you might have peace in your soul. 

• I’m asking that God might be real to you in your daily life, and that he might bless you with the covenantal 

blessings of Deuteronomy 28. 

 

 

May the LORD bless thee and keep thee. 

May the LORD make His face shine upon thee and be gracious to thee 

May the LORD lift up His countenance upon thee and give thee peace.  

                                                                                                             Amen 

 

 
 


