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Jesus: “I Am the Resurrection 

and the Life” 
 

Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who 

believes in me will live, even though he dies; (John 11:25) 
 

Years ago, David Straub, the Coordinator of the Reformed Baptist 

Mission Services, sat at our dining room table and told us about his 

trip to Africa. I remember how enthralled he was about being able 

to visit the land in which David Livingstone had ministered. Also, I will never forget a fascinating story he told me 

of a believer who had come to Christ after a frightening encounter with a crocodile. Let me tell you about it. 
 

The fellow was standing by the bank of a river when a crocodile grabbed onto him and pulled him into the water. 

Try as he might, he could not break free. The next thing he remembered was awaking in a dark, smelly place. 

He realized he was laying underground in a crocodile’s lair. He was no doubt shelved for a later meal. Not 

knowing what to do, he cried out to God to save him. No sooner did he start praying than dirt began to fall on his 

face from the ceiling of his entombment just inches above him. The dirt kept falling until a little light streamed in. 

A bird was pecking a hole over his head. Realizing he was not far from the surface he began franticly to dig his 

way out, crying for help. Others were nearby and helped to dig him out. Due to the kind providence of God in 

answering his prayers, the man was lifted from darkness and death into light and life. He not only was delivered 

from the crocodile, but he counted that day as the day he came to know Christ as His Savior and Lord. The God 

who saved Him from death, could be trusted to save his soul. 
 

Today is Easter Sunday, the day Christians world-wide celebrate the resurrection of Christ from the grave. It is 

significant because in Christ’s resurrection, we, too, go from death to life. We are set free from a three-fold 

dominion of death. Because of the grace of God, the Christian is raised out of a spiritual death, a temporal 

physical death, and an eternal death. Unbeknownst to many, everyone born into this world is in bondage to these 

three aspects of death. Everyone could be said to be dead while they live, although they feel very much alive. 

Jesus came that we might be freed from death’s power and that we might be given life. In the resurrection, Christ 

came to raise the dead.  
 

The death we experience in this life is like the Carley Simeon song with the lyrics, “something inside has died, 

and I can feel it. I just can’t shake it.” It is a loss of affection for God as He is portrayed in the Bible. It is a 

disinterest in living in the ways of God. This is what spiritual death looks like. Most people do not want God to 

rule over them. They want, just like Adam and Eve, to be their own god, to live their own life, and to do their own 

thing, without any interference from God. 
 

You may object. How can that be true? People are religious by nature. There are many religions in the world that 

demonstrate the fact that people seek after God. However, are their gods, the same as the God of the Bible, or 

are they the product of human imagination? Is their view of God based upon what God has revealed about 

Himself, or is it based upon shaping God’s revelation to fit their views?  
 

A person can use the Bible and fashion a god of his fancy; selecting verses to buttress his view of God. However, 

a God of love, that is not also holy, is not the God of the Bible. To envision a God who made heaven but did not 

create Hell is to display ignorance of the Bible. A simple straightforward reading of the Gospels will make it 

evident that Jesus spoke more about the danger of Hell than about the blessings of Heaven.  
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So, there is a downward progression in the Bible’s description of death. Starting with alienation from God 

(spiritual death), it leads to physical death and judgment (eternal death). The “good news” of the Bible is that 

Jesus came into the world to deal with death, sin’s penalty, that penalty evidenced in the curse that came upon 

all men because of sin. By His death on the cross, Jesus bore the consequence of our sins. He was buried, but 

He did not stay there. Rising from the dead, Jesus gave new life to those who were formerly dead. Paul says 

this clearly in Ephesians 2:1–5. 
 

1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you followed 

the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who 

are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature 

and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 4 But because 

of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ. 
 

Today, we are going to look at the Christian’s new life that is ours due to Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. 

Outline for this Easter message: 
 

Jesus is the Resurrection 
 

1. Where Death Came From 
 

2. Resurrection in Story of Lazarus (context of John 11:25) and Similar Old Testament Types and Verses 
 

3. The Deity of Jesus in the “I AM” Statement 
 

Jesus Is the Life 
 

1. New Life in Place of Spiritual Death 
 

2. Life after Physical Death 
 

3. Eternal Life in Place of Eternal Death 
 

Handel’s Doxology of Praise, The Messiah 
 

Handel’s Messiah covers the same theme as this sermon, Jesus is the resurrection and the life, and Handel’s 

musical masterpiece climaxes in praise to God. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * *  

JESUS IS THE RESURRECTION 
 

Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he 

dies; (John 11:25) 
 

1. Where Death Came From 
 

We are all familiar with the fall of man in the garden of Eden (found in Gen 2–3). After the LORD God had made 

man, He told Adam not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil upon pain of death. Eve was tempted 

of the Serpent. She ate, and then Adam ate of the forbidden fruit. God was true to His word. They died! 
 

They were not struck by lightning. They did not drop dead on the spot. The earth did not open up and swallow 

them up, yet they did die. First, they died inwardly, spiritual death, as mentioned earlier. Second, decay was now 

a part of the creation and physical decline and death would be their lot. Third, eternal death (separation from 

God in Hell) was their destiny.  
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Ezekiel 18:20 The soul who sins is the one who will die  
 

Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in 

this way, death came to all men. 
 

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death 
 

1 Corinthians 15:22 For as in Adam all die. 

 

The state into which man fell, due to Adam’s sin, was a state of sin and misery. Death is part of that misery 

 

2. Resurrection in the Story of Lazarus and Similar Old Testament Types and Verses 
 

Table 1. John 11:1–44, the context of John 11:25 
 
1 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village 
of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now 
lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped 
his feet with her hair. 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, "Lord, the one 
you love is sick."  
 
4 When he heard this, Jesus said, "This sickness will not end in death. 
No, it is for God's glory so that God's Son may be glorified through it." 5 
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 Yet when he heard 
that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days.  
 
7 Then he said to his disciples, "Let us go back to Judea."  
 

8 "But Rabbi," they said, "a short while ago the Jews tried to stone you, 
and yet you are going back there?"  
 

9 Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours of daylight? A man who 
walks by day will not stumble, for he sees by this world's light. 10 It is 
when he walks by night that he stumbles, for he has no light."  
 

11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, "Our friend Lazarus 
has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up."  
 
12 His disciples replied, "Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better." 13 Jesus 
had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant 
natural sleep. 14 So then he told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead,  
 

15 and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. 
But let us go to him." 16 Then Thomas (called Didymus) said to the rest 
of the disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with him."  
 

17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
for four days. 18 Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and 
many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss 
of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went 
out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.  
 

21 "Lord," Martha said to Jesus, "if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died. 22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever 
you ask."  
 

 
Lazarus the brother of Mary and 
Martha is sick. 
 
The sisters call for Jesus 
 
 
Jesus said this sickness will not end 
in death, but that God would be 
glorified in it. 
 
 
Jesus delayed – two days 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Lazarus is sleeping (euphemism of 
death) 
 
Jesus said plainly – He is dead! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus arrives. Lazarus has been 
dead for four days! 
 
 
 
Martha comes to Jesus 
 
“If you were here, he wouldn’t have 
died” 
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Table 1. John 11:1–44, the context of John 11:25, Continued 
23 Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again."  
 

24 Martha answered, "I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the 
last day."  
 

25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes 
in me will live, even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives and believes 
in me will never die. Do you believe this?"  
 

27 "Yes, Lord," she told him, "I believe that you are the Christ, the Son 
of God, who was to come into the world."  
 

28 And after she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary 
aside. "The Teacher is here," she said, "and is asking for you." 29 When 
Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had 
not yet entered the village but was still at the place where Martha had 
met him. 31 When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, 
comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they 
followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there. 
 
32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she 
fell at his feet and said, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died."  
 

33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along 
with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 
"Where have you laid him?" he asked. 
 

 "Come and see, Lord," they replied.  
 

35 Jesus wept.  
 

36 Then the Jews said, "See how he loved him!"  
 

37 But some of them said, "Could not he who opened the eyes of the 
blind man have kept this man from dying?"  
 

38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave 
with a stone laid across the entrance. 39 "Take away the stone," he said.  
 

"But, Lord," said Martha, the sister of the dead man, "by this time there 
is a bad odor, for he has been there four days."  
 

40 Then Jesus said, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see 
the glory of God?" 
 
41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, "Father, 
I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, 
but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may 
believe that you sent me."  
 

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come 
out!" 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips 
of linen, and a cloth around his face.  
 

Jesus said to them, "Take off the grave clothes and let him go." 
 

 
Your brother will rise again 
 
 
I am the resurrection and the life. If 
you believe in me, you will not die! 
 
 
Martha, “I believe you are the Christ, 
the Son of God.” 
 
 
Martha tells Mary that Jesus is here 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mary repeats what Martha said,  
“If you were here, he wouldn’t have 
died” 
 
Mary is weeping. Jesus asks where 
Lazarus is. 
 
 
 
 
Jesus wept. 
 
Third time – in essence 
If you were here, he wouldn’t have 
died” 
 
Roll the stone away from the tomb 
 
Martha, He is dead!  
 
 
See the glory of God? See verse 4 
 
Stone is rolled away 
 
 
 
Jesus calls in loud voice, 
“Lazarus, come forth” 
 
He came out! 
 
Alive! raised from the dead! 
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The story of Lazarus is a type. A type is an actual historical event that that portends a reality to come. Lazarus 

is a type of Jesus calling the dead from their graves in the future. We will all come from the grave to stand before 

God in the Judgment Day. 
 

Does the Old Testament speak of life after death? Consider the following 
 

Daniel 12:2–3 2 Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others 
to shame and everlasting contempt. 3 Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, 
and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever. 

 

 Job 19:25–27 25 I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. 26 And 

after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; 27 I myself will see him with my own 

eyes--I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me!  
 

Isaiah 65:17–19 17 "Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be 

remembered, nor will they come to mind. 18 But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create, for I will 

create Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy. 19 I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in 

my people; the sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more.  

 

Those are a few verses, but what of types in the Bible that portray life after death? A new creation? 
 

Table 2. From Death to Life 

Death Burial Resurrection to New Life 
 

Noah & the flood 
 

 

Noah in the ark 
 

Noah disembarking out of the ark 

 

Jonah cast into the sea 
 

 

Jonah swallowed by the great fish 
 

Jonah vomited out on land 

 

Destruction of Jerusalem 
 

 

The exile 
 

The return 

 

Christ’s death (crucifixion) 
 

 

Christ’s burial 
 

Christ’s resurrection 

 

Another picture of resurrection and new life, Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones (Ezekiel 37).  

 

3. The Deity of Jesus in the “I AM” Statement 
 

Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he 

dies; (John 11:25) 

 

The phrase, “I am” is ἐγώ εἰμι in Greek. In the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Old Testament we find the 

same phrase, ἐγώ εἰμι, expressing the LORD’s name. When Moses asks, who should I say sent me, the LORD 

identifies Himself as the I AM, in Hebrew it is  ֶ֖ה ְהי  ֶֽ  .eh-he-yeh, in the Greek translation it is ἐγώ εἰμι ego eimi  א 

 

Exodus 3:14 God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM 

has sent me to you.' "  

 

Seven times Jesus identifies Himself using I AM, ἐγώ εἰμι. Our text today is one of them. 
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                 Table 3. The Seven “I AM” Statements concerning Christ in John 
 

1. I am (ἐγώ εἰμι) the Bread of life (John 6:35) 
 

 

2. I am (ἐγώ εἰμι) the Light of the world (John 8:12) 
 

 

3. I am (ἐγώ εἰμι) the Door of the sheep (John 10:7) 
 

 

4. I am (ἐγώ εἰμι) the Good Shepherd (John 10:11) 
 

 

5. I am (ἐγώ εἰμι) the Resurrection and the Life (John 11:25) 
 

 

6. I am (ἐγώ εἰμι) the Way, the Truth, and the Light (John 14:6) 
 

 

7. I am (ἐγώ εἰμι) the true Vine (John 15:1) 
 

 

 John 8:56–59 is another very insightful verse using “I am”  
 
58                [Jesus] Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad."  
 
57         "You are not yet fifty years old," the Jews said to him, "and you have seen Abraham!" 5 

 

8                "I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "before Abraham was born, I am! (ἐγώ εἰμι) "  
 
59           At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds. 
 

Jesus existed before Abraham. He was the great I AM [Jehovah]! Jesus is God! Jesus as Jehovah God 

is the resurrection and the life. He will give life to all who believe in Him. Only God can save us. We are 

not good enough. We need a Savior. Turn from your sin and embrace the salvation freely offered to you 

in Jesus. 
 

JESUS IS THE LIFE 
 

Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he 

dies; (John 11:25) 
 

1. New Life in Place of Spiritual Death 
 

We were dead to God. Dead to the true knowledge of God and love for Him. Spiritually we were like bones of 

the dead on the desert valley floor of Ezekiel 37. God brought us to life. God speaking the Word to us, new life 

by the Spirit of God was breathed into us. It was like a second creation (see Gen 2) and we came to life. We now 

had a new heart that delighted in God sand we embraced Jesus by faith as our Savior. 
 

 

2. Life after Physical Death 
 

We were not consigned to the grave as food for worms. Death is not the end. It is the beginning of all eternity. 

We just cross the threshold from this life to the next. We lay our head down on our pillows in the sleep of death 

and awake in the world to come. It is not, “when you are dead, you are dead!” You cease to exist. No! When you 

are dead, you transition to the life to come. This life is but the front porch onto all eternity. 



7 
 

3. Eternal Life in Place of Eternal Death 
  
Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount,  
 

 Matthew 7:13,14 13 "Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads 

to destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, 

and only a few find it. 
 

To those who know Christ and have embraced His salvation we read, 
 

Romans 8:1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus 

 

HANDEL’S DOXOLOGY OF PRAISE, THE MESSIAH 
 

Handel’s Messiah is one Bible verse after another strung together. His selection of verses, if you listen carefully 

tell the story of Jesus, the Christ (the Anointed One), the King coming into this world to save His people from 

their sins and sins’ penalty, death. Sit back and listen to a selection of Handel’s lyrics – they are all verbatim 

quotes of the KJV Bible. 

 

[THE INVITATION} 
 

Zechariah 9:9–10 9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy 

King cometh unto thee . . . [He is the righteous Saviour] . . . 10and he shall speak peace unto the heathen. 
 

Isaiah 35:5–6 5Then [shall] the eyes of the blind . . . be opened, and the ears of the deaf . . . be unstopped. 
6 Then shall the lame man leap as a hart, and the tongue of the dumb [shall] sing 
 

Isaiah 40:11 He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: [and] he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and 

carry them in his bosom, and . . . gently lead those that are with young 
 

Matthew 11:28–29 28 Come unto. . .  [him], all ye that labour . . . [that] are heavy laden, and . . . [he] will 

give you rest. 29 Take . . . [his] yoke upon you and learn of . . . [him]; for . . . [he is] meek and lowly in 

heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 
 

Matthew 11:30 [His] yoke is easy, and . . . [his] burden is light. 

 

[THE SUFFERING SAVIOR–DEATH & BURIAL] 
 

John 1:29 Behold the Lamb of God . . . [that] taketh away the sin of the world 
 

Isaiah 53:3 He . . . [was] despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief 
 

Isaiah 50:6 [He] gave . . . [his] back to the smiters, and . . . [his] cheeks to them that plucked off the 
hair . . . [he] hid not . . . [his] face from shame and spitting 

 

Isaiah 53:4–5 Surely, he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows . . .  5 he was wounded for our 
transgressions; he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him 
 

And with his stripes we are healed. 
 

Isaiah 53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD 
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.  
 

* * * * * * skipping a few stanzas * * * * * * * 
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 Lamentations 1:12 Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto . . . [his] sorrow 
 

Isaiah 53:8 He was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of. . . [thy] people was he 
stricken 
 

[JESUS IS THE RESURRECTION–TRIUMPHANT RESURRECTION] 
 

Psalm 16:10 For thou wilt not leave . . . [his] soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see 
corruption.  
 

Psalm 24:7–10 7 Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of 
glory shall come in. 8 Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle. 
9 Lift up your heads, O ye gates . . . [and be ye lift] up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall 
come in. 10 Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory 
 

Wow! Have you ever thought of these verses in light of Christ’s resurrection? This is truly moving. 
In this Psalm which asks “who shall ascend into the holy hill of the LORD? Or who can stand in 
his holy place?” Truly only Christ has the clean hands and a pure heart to enter the heavenly 
Zion, the abode of the LORD! This is the third of three Messianic Psalms: Psalm 22, the Suffering 
Christ; Psalm 23, Christ, the Good Shepherd; and Psalm 24, Christ, the Triumphant King! What 
a glorious passage. No wonder the Hallelujah chorus is soon to follow.  
 
 

[THE HALLELUJAH CHORUS] 
 

Revelation 19:6 Hallelujah: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth 
 

Revelation 11:15 The kingdoms of this world . . . [is] become the kingdom of our Lord, and of his Christ; 
and he shall reign for ever and ever 

 
 Revelation 19:16 King of Kings, and Lord of Lords [Hallelujah] 
 
 

[JESUS IS LIFE–DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP IN VICTORY, FROM DEATH TO LIFE] 
 

The theme of our message: Jesus is the resurrection and the life!  
 
Job 19:25–26 25 I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth: 
26 And though . . . worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God 
 

1 Corinthians 15:20 But now is Christ risen from the dead . . . the firstfruits of them that . . . sleep  
 

1 Corinthians 15:21–22 21 Since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 
22 For as in Adam [we] all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:51–52 51 Behold, I . . . [tell] you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump 
 

1 Corinthians 15:52–53 52 The trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we 
shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality 
 
1 Corinthians 15:54 Then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in 
victory.  
 

I Corinthians 15:55–56 55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 56 The sting of 
death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.  
 



9 
 

1 Corinthians 15:57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Romans 8:31, 33–34 31 If God be for us, who can be against us? 33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge 
of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, 
that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also . . . [makes] intercession for us.  
 

Revelation 5:12–13 12 Worthy is the Lamb that was slain [and hath redeemed us to God by his blood] to 
receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. 13 Blessing, 
and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever.  
 
 

May God be praised, Amen! 
  

 
  

 
 
 
 

  
 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


