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The Good King 
A Palm Sunday Message  

in a Time of Crisis 
 

Turn on television and you’ll be confronted with 

frightening news. The Covid19 pandemic which reached 

our shores, is now ravaging New York City and other 

urban centers in our country.  The situation is bad enough, 

especially in New York City and we are told that it will get worse before it is better. Like a monster 

hurricane heading our way, such is not good news.  
 

Fortunately, many have had the good sense to hunker down, seek shelter, pray for the Lord’s 

protection, and to ride it out the best they can, as there is no place to go. It is world-wide. We 

know that this storm will pass, and the sun will come out again. Most Americans will survive. It is 

not known to us what loss we may be called upon to experience and what life will be like on the 

other side. However, there is hope. We have a great God, who is Lord over all, who will be with 

and strengthen His people.  
 

This is the fourth message given during the pandemic, and it is also Palm Sunday. Is there 

something about Jesus, as King of Kings, and Lord of Lords that might give us hope in these 

uncertain hours? Most decidedly, the answer is yes! Such will be the focus of today’ s sermon. 

Help is to be found in our Lord Jesus, the long-awaited Messiah, the Christ, of Isaiah. We will look 

at what the book of Isaiah says to the issues at hand. 
 

1. Setting of Isaiah, the coming disaster 
 

2. The focus of Isaiah, the coming good king 
 

3. The ending of Isaiah, the coming good days  

 

Setting of Isaiah, the Coming Disaster 
 

In Isaiah’s day, the nations of Israel and Judah had experienced the good life. Situated on a trade 

route between the superpowers of the day, the sins commonly associated with affluence were 

bearing fruit. When all is going well, it is easy to pursue wealth, pleasure, and entertainment. It is 

easy to get one’s eyes off the LORD and become absorbed with the treasures of this world. 

Anything that displaces God in one’s life is a subtle form of idolatry. When money, possessions, 

and power become one’s aim, too often lying, theft, injustice and immorality follow suit. Amos, a 

contemporary prophet of Isaiah, reports that such was the case during his day. Hosea, another 

prophet in the time of Isaiah likened Israel to one who had left her husband (God) to pursue other 

lovers.    
 

Disaster was coming to a wayward people and Isaiah sounded the warning. Unfortunately, they 

were not listening (Isaiah 6). 
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The disaster? 

• To Israel in the north – overrun by the Assyrians, 722 BC. The people scattered. 

• To Judah in the south – Jerusalem & temple destroyed by the Babylonians. The people 

taken into captivity 
 

The coming doom is a recurrent thread in the beginning of Isaiah.  
 

The destruction is recorded in 2 Kings 25, 2 Chronicles 36, and Jeremiah 39. The same event 

described in detail 3 times! This is one of the darkest days in the Old Testament. The book of 

Lamentations describes the utter devastation. 
 

The disaster was a judgment for the sins of the nation. 

 

The Focus of Isaiah, the Coming Good King 
 

The Good King’s Love for His Bride 
 

After, being taken to the woodshed and punished, they will be restored. Good times would once 

again return under a good King having a loyal people. 
 

The anointed King (the Christ, Messiah) of Isaiah was coming, portrayed as a suffering servant 

(Isaiah 53) and mighty King who cares for His people. His people were to become a beautiful 

bride, in whom He delights. The wayward wife will become the loved bride of the king. There will 

be a royal wedding. (Isaiah 54, 62) 
 

Table 1. Isaiah 54:4–10 
 

4 "Do not be afraid;  
        you will not suffer shame.  
   Do not fear disgrace; 
        you will not be humiliated.  
   You will forget the shame of your youth  
        and remember no more the reproach of your widowhood. 
5  For your Maker is your husband— 
        the LORD Almighty is his name— 
   the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer;  
        he is called the God of all the earth.  
6 The LORD will call you back  
        as if you were a wife deserted and distressed in spirit— 
   a wife who married young, only to be rejected,"  
                says your God.  
7 "For a brief moment I abandoned you,  
        but with deep compassion I will bring you back.  
8 In a surge of anger  
        I hid my face from you for a moment,  
   but with everlasting kindness  
        I will have compassion on you,"  
                says the LORD your Redeemer.  

 

• Do not be afraid 
 

• Do not feel 
disgraced 

 
Why? 
 

• Because your 
maker is your 
husband and 
redeemer 

 
You were a wife deserted 
 
 
I abandoned you out of 
anger 
 
 
But with everlasting 
kindness I will have 
compassion on you 
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Table 1. Isaiah 54:4–10, Continued 
 

9 "To me this is like the days of Noah,  
        when I swore that the waters of Noah would never again 
        cover the earth.  
   So now I have sworn not to be angry with you,  
        never to rebuke you again.  
10 Though the mountains be shaken  
        and the hills be removed,  
   yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken  
        nor my covenant of peace be removed,"  
                says the LORD, who has compassion on you. 
 

 
Like Noah’s flood 
 (the wrath of God displayed) 
 
 
 
 
 
My love for you will not be 
shaken 
 
Nor will peace be removed 
 

 

Consider another expression of love and compassion 

 

Table 2. Isaiah 62:1–5 
 

1 For Zion's sake I will not keep silent,  
        for Jerusalem's sake I will not remain quiet,  
  till her righteousness shines out like the dawn,  
        her salvation like a blazing torch.  
2 The nations will see your righteousness,  
        and all kings your glory;  
  you will be called by a new name  
        that the mouth of the LORD will bestow. 
3 You will be a crown of splendor in the LORD's hand,  
        a royal diadem in the hand of your God.  
4 No longer will they call you Deserted,  
        or name your land Desolate.  
  But you will be called Hephzibah [my delight is in her],  
        and your land Beulah [married];  
  for the LORD will take delight in you,  
        and your land will be married.  
5 As a young man marries a maiden,  
        so will your sons marry you;  
  as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride,  
        so will your God rejoice over you. 
  

 
Zion, Jerusalem previously 
destroyed, full of glory 
 
 
 
 
Given a new name (like in 
marriage) 
 
You will be like precious 
jewels 
 
The Lord’s delight in in you 
You will be married 
 
No longer deserted or 
desolate 

 

Of King Jesus’ love for his bride, the church  
 

Listen, O daughter, consider and give ear:  

        Forget your people and your father's house. 

The king is enthralled by your beauty; honor him,  

        for he is your lord. (Psalm 45:10–11) 
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The Good King and Palm Sunday 

Listen to John’s account of the Triumphal Entry  
 

12 The next day the great crowd that had come for the Feast heard that Jesus was on his 
way to Jerusalem. 13 They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting,  
 

        "Hosanna! "  
 

        "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!"  
 

        "Blessed is the King of Israel!"  
 
14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it, as it is written, 
  
15     "Do not be afraid, O Daughter of Zion;  
                see, your king is coming,  
        seated on a donkey's colt." (John 12:12–15) 
 

[See also Matt 21:1–11; Mark 11:1–11; and Luke 19: 28–40. The crowds quote Psalm 
118:25,26 and verse 15 is a quote from Zech. 9:9]. 
 

Notice Jesus is not riding a war horse! That is to come in Rev. 19. In humility Jesus came to die 
as the suffering servant of Isaiah before the week was out. 
 

The Good King has a Servant’s Heart and Lays Down His Life for His Bride  
  
Table 3. Isaiah 53 

 
1 Who has believed our message  
        and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot,  
        and like a root out of dry ground.  
  He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him,  
        nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.  
3 He was despised and rejected by men,  
        a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.  
  Like one from whom men hide their faces  
         he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  
 
4 Surely he took up our infirmities  
        and carried our sorrows, 
  yet we considered him stricken by God,  
        smitten by him, and afflicted.  
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions,  
        he was crushed for our iniquities;  
  the punishment that brought us peace was upon him,  
        and by his wounds we are healed.  
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray,  
        each of us has turned to his own way;  
  and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  
 

 
This describes Christ’s 
crucifixion 
 
 
 
 
Despised and rejected by men 
 
 
 
Took up our infirmities 
Carried our sorrows 
Stricken by God 
Afflicted 
Pierced for our transgressions 
Crushed for our iniquities 
His punishment / our peace 
 
We have gone astray, the 
LORD has laid on Him our 
iniquity 
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Table 3. Isaiah, Continued 
 

7 He was oppressed and afflicted,  
        yet he did not open his mouth;  
  he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,  
        and as a sheep before her shearers is silent,  
        so he did not open his mouth.  
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away.  
        And who can speak of his descendants?  
  For he was cut off from the land of the living;  
        for the transgression of my people he was stricken.  
9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked,  
        and with the rich in his death,  
  though he had done no violence,  
        nor was any deceit in his mouth.  
 
10 Yet it was the LORD's will to crush him  
        and cause him to suffer,  
   and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering,  
        he will see his offspring and prolong his days,  
        and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand.  
11 After the suffering of his soul,  
        he will see the light of life and be satisfied;  
   by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many,  
        and he will bear their iniquities.  
12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great,  
        and he will divide the spoils with the strong, 
    because he poured out his life unto death,  
        and was numbered with the transgressors.  
   For he bore the sin of many,  
        and made intercession for the transgressors.  
 

 
Suffered in silence 
Led like a lamb to the slaughter 
(He was the Passover Lamb) 
 
 
Cut off without descendants 
Cut off from life 
Stricken for the transgression of 
     my people 
 
Wicked [two thieves] 
Rich man’s tomb 
 
He was without sin 
 
Slain due to God’s will 
His life a guilt offering 
 
His suffering will have a benefit 
 
He will justify many 
He will bear their iniquities 
 
 
He poured out His life unto 
death and was numbered with 
the transgressors 
 

He bore the sins of many 
 

He prayed for the transgressors 
“Father, forgive them. They 
know not what they do.” 
 

 

The Ending of Isaiah, the Coming Good Days 
 
17 "Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth.  
   The former things will not be remembered, 
         nor will they come to mind.  
18 But be glad and rejoice forever  
        in what I will create,  
   for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight  
        and its people a joy. 
19 I will rejoice over Jerusalem 
        and take delight in my people;  
   the sound of weeping and of crying  
        will be heard in it no more. (Isa 65:17–19) 
 
There is obviously a future element in this (i.e. the new heavens and new earth) 
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Lesson 
 

When Christ returns, John wrote that “on his robe and on his thigh, he has this name written: 
KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS” (Rev 19:16).  We know that every knee will bow to 
Him.  
 
The Baptist Catechism states the following about the Kingship of Christ. 
 

Q, 29. How doeth Christ execute the office of a king? 
 

A. Christ executeth the office of a king, in subduing us to Himself, in ruling, and defending 
us, and in restraining and conquering all His and our enemies. 

 
A fuller picture is seen in Christ as the suffering servant of Isaiah and the head of the church in 
Ephesians 5:22–28. Here a good and caring King is seen. 
 
Table 4. Loving your wife as Christ loves the Church 

 

22 Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 23 For 
the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head 
of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now 
as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should 
submit to their husbands in everything.  
 
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the 
church and gave himself up for her 26 to make her holy, 
cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 
27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, 
without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and 
blameless.  
 

 
Wives submit as the husband is the 
head (as they would to Christ) 
 
 
 
 
Such would be easy if they were 
loved as Christ loves them, for 
Christ laid down His life for them. 
 
Wives, do your husbands help 
you? Do you feel that they are 
there for you. This is what 
Christlike loving leadership looks 
like. 
 

 
 
Abusive headship of the husband in the home suggests a harsh image of dominance and control. 
This is obviously wrong as a wife is not a slave to be ordered around. It is contrary to the teamwork 
imagery of 1 Peter 3:7 (KJV), “being heirs together of the grace of life.” 
 
Bryan Chapell wrote of another grave fault by husbands in their role as the head of the house, 
 

        Those husbands who will not expend the effort to do anything responsible in their 
homes may claim they are exercising the prerogatives of headship, but they are in fact 
abandoning their biblical role. Abdication of responsibility is more common than 
domination. 
        A friend of my wife once reported, “My husband hasn’t made a decision regarding 
our family in two years. He doesn’t decide how to discipline the children – that’s left to me. 
He never consults me about taking out-of-town work assignments. He comes and goes 
seemingly without any regard for my feelings or the children’s needs. They do not even 
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know him. All he does is come home from time to time and break our routine before leaving 
again. I don’t have three children, I have four.” 
        This wife complains to her husband frequently about his habits, and he tells her that 
in a few weeks he will work out a time when they can talk about it. But he never does. 
Herein is a man whose headship is defined by passivity–choosing not to act responsibly 
in behalf of his family. However, indifference to the needs of one’s family is not biblical 
headship.1 

 
Good leaders (Kings, husbands) use their authority to serve those under their care. They are not 
selfish and self-absorbed expecting others to serve them. With leadership comes responsibility. 
  
Wives are called upon to honor and with a Christlike humility which always did the Father’s will; 
but, husbands are called to exercise their leadership in the home by taking charge and being 
lovingly and sacrificially responsive to the needs and cares of their wife.  
 
Christ is truly the loving husband, who delights in His bride and the good king who provides and 
protects His people. He is the Good Shepherd of Psalm 23. We can trust Him. He will not be 
indifferent to our prayers for help. He will stand with us in the tough spots of life. Because of God’s 
industry, His care, His leadership, His going before us, we can be assured of a good tomorrow. 
Fear not little flock. 
 
The best demonstration of His love and care is Christ’s procuring salvation for us (Isa 53) through 
His death in our place and the forgiveness of sins and preparing a place for us in heaven. The 
best is yet to be.  
 

In Conclusion 
• Isaiah warned of coming disaster 

• Isaiah told of a coming good king 

• Isaiah told of good days to come 
 
The good king, Jesus, does more than execute justice and keep law and order. He loves His 
subjects. He delights in each one. He cares for you. 
 
May you know Christ as your Savior. Know that you can cast your cares upon Him. He will not be 
indifferent to our cries. He will stand with us and help us. You can trust Him. HE IS THE GOOD 
KING. 
 
 

 

 
1 Bryan Chapell, Ephesians. Reformed Expository Commentary Series. (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R Publishing, 
2009), 273. 


